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The population of South Africa is

estimated at 63,02 MILLION

in mid-2024

The population annual growth rate is 1,33%, up by 835 513 people since 2023

Source: Mid-Year Population estimates 2024
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Children and youth amount to just over 38 million in SA

Population age structure 5-year age groups, 2024

7 Source: Mid Year Population Estimates 2024

6 SA median age
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*Due to rounding totals may not add up to 100%
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The number of youth-headed households has increased from 3,2 million to 4,7 million between 2002 and 2024

Number of youth-headed households since 2002
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Birth
Occurrences and
Registrations
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Births occurring to young mothers (10-19 years) represent between 11% and 12% of all births

Birth Registrations over time for mothers aged 10- 19 in SA
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Late registration persist among certain groups, particularly teenage mothers (aged 10-19) and older
mothers (aged 50-54

Source: Recorded Live Births, 2023
Timeliness of Registration

7.2% 5.3% 5.1% 5.2% 5.8% 11.6%
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Nationally, 45,5% of children lived with mothers only while less than a third
(31,4%) of children lived with both parents

Percentage of children living arrangements by province, 2024 Source: General Household Survey (GHS) 2024

Lived with neither Lived with mother Lived with both Lived with father

) I T BT

KZN BT

P Tl
NW TR
i provinces (WC and GP)

@SA 45.5% — . ° with both parents.

NC T T T R

MP 17.3% 53.3% 24.8% -4.6%

GP R TS, ¢ -
WC 36.8% 50.1% . 4.0%

IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH DATA ECOSYSTEMS
& stats sa iy

N, LA
== 5 Department: \\SJ‘ 7 H
%\ #]  Statistics South Africa 9 2030
vﬁf REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA G 20 n p

OUTH AFRICA 2025




Participation in education institutions was virtually universal (96,1%) by the age of 15 years (the last

ComPU|Sory school age)° Type of educational institution attended by

individuals aged 5—24 years, 2024
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A notable percentage of learners, however, remained in primary and secondary schools
Source: General Household Survey (GHS) 2024 long after they should have exited those institutions
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Almost three-fifths (58,1%) of youth aged 24 years of age were not in education
or training in 2024.

Type of educational institution attended by youth aged 15-24, 2024
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Source: General Household Survey (GHS) 2024
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Top reasons for males not attending school was poor academic performance, with large gender
disparity in as a reason for not attending school.

Percentage distribution of selected reasons given by individuals aged 7 to 18 years for not attending an educational institution, by sex, 2024

Poor academic performance
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The percentage of individuals aged 20 years and older with at least a grade 12 qualification (NSC + Post
School) increased from 30,5% in 2002 to 52,1% in 2024.

Educational attainment for persons aged 20 years and older, 2002-2024
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Understanding
Labour market
outcomes among

youth
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The official unemployment rate increased by 1,0 percentage point to 32,9% in Q1:2025
compared to Q4:2024.

41,7 million

| People of working age in South Africa (15 — 64-years old) |
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SA'’s official unemployment rate

stands at ILO hierarchy — Employed first then unemployed and the
32 90/ remainder is NEA (including discouraged job-seekers). 3
770 : -
mutually exclusive groups. Cannot be in two groups at the same
Increased by 1,0 percentage point between time.

Q4:2024 and Q1:2025

Source: Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS) Q1:2025
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Youth aged 15-24 years and 25-34 years continue to have the highest unemployment rates at 62,4% and 40,4%

respectively.
Unemployment rate Absorption rate Participation rate

Lab ket rates b -
aagc;u;rmozzo IleZ%SZ oy 55-64 EREREZ 39.4% 44.8%
45-54 WaRTZ 58.4%
35-44 QAR 56.7%

\ e 25-34 QLY 43.8% 73.5%
73,5% of those in the working
15-24 EYREA 26.3% age 25-34 are participating in

the labour market with 43,8% of
AGE the working age population in
employment

74.3%

78.5%
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Youth unemployment remained high over the past decade. Official unemployment rate among youth aged 15-34

years stood at 36,9% in Q1:2015 and a decade later, in Q1:2025, that figure increased to 46,1%; a 9,2 percentage points increase, signaling
worsening conditions for the youth.

Official Unemployment rates by age group,
Q1:2015-Q1:2025

45%
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22,8% points difference
30%
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Source: Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS) Q1:2025
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NW and EC showed both the highest unemployment rates and the lowest participation
rates amongst youth(15-34 years).

Youth unemployment rate and labour force participation rate by province, Q1:2025 B Unemployment Rate
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Approximately

aged 15-34 years
In Q1: 2025

Discouraged work-seekers by age-group, Q1:2025
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Approximately 3,8 million out of 10,3 million (or 37,1%) young people aged
15-24 years were not in employment, education or training (NEET).
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37,5% of young females aged 15-24 years were not in employment, education or training (NEET)
in Q1: 2025. This is a 1,0 percentage point increase compared to Q1: 2024.

NEET (15-24 years) by sex, Q1:2021-Q1:2025
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More youth are employed in Trade, Community & Social services, and Finance industries.

Elementary, Sales and Services and Clerks occupations dominate the youth workforce
Youth (15-34 years) Employment by Industry and Occupation Q1: 2025
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Between quarters Youth with experience (12,3%) are far more likely to transition from unemployment or
inactivity into employment surpassing even their adult counterparts with experience (7,4%)

Transition rate into employment
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experience
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Understanding
Informal Sector
and Youth
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The informal economy has shown resilience, with 1,9 million South Africans running non-VAT registered
businesses in 2023, up from 1,5 million a decade earlier.

Individuals running at least one non-VAT registered business, 2001-2023 by sex
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Source: Survey of Employers and the Self-Employed (SESE) 2023
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Compared with 2001, in 2023 a fewer youth were running a informal business.

Percentage of individuals running non-VAT registered businesses by age group , 2001-2023

H2001 m2023

121% 12.1%

15-24 yrs 25-34 yrs 35-44 yrs 45-54 yrs 55-64 yrs

Source: Survey of Employers and the Self-Employed (SESE) 2023
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Grants and sources
of income

Social grants remain a vital safety net, particularly in the
poorest provinces.
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White headed-households earned five times more than black African-headed households

Source: Income & Expenditure Survey 2022/2023
Distribution of average annual household consumption expenditure and income by population group of youth (15 — 34) household head

Expenditure Income

White R410 141 @) @ 609 843

Indian/Asian R221 774 . ‘ R384 152
Coloured R187 084 ‘ ‘ R257 400
South Africa — R110 062 @) @ R141418
Black African R94 271 ‘. R115 977
RO R100 000 R200 000 R300 000 R400 000 R500 000 R600 000 R700 000
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Households headed by those with tertiary education earned twelve times more than those with no schooling

Source: Income & Expenditure Survey 2022/2023
Distribution of average annual household consumption expenditure and income by education level of youth (15 - 34) household head

Expenditure Income
Tertiary R260 410 @) @ R364 288
South Africa R110062 @ @ R141418
Secondary R84 934 @ @ R101 498
Primary  Rr52 565 @) @) R81 426
No schooling R43 121/R30 925
RO R50 000 R100 000 R150 000 R200 000 R250 000 R300 000 R350 000 R400 000
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The percentage of youth that benefited from social grants increased steadily from 2009 to 2024.

Percentage of individuals who have benefited from social grants, 2009-2024

Compared to 2019, a much higher

percentage of youth received grants o
in 2024 after the age of 18 due to ' 35.9%

the introduction of the SRD grant.

® 19.2%
o @
4.8%
3.7%
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The percentage of youth (15-24) that benefited from social grants decreased sharply after age 17,
dropping from 59,9% to 9,9%.

Percentage of youth aged 15-24 that benefited from social grants by single age, 2019 and 2024

69.5%
65.5%
62.8%
59.29% 59.9%
15 16 17

Source: General Household Survey (GHS) 2024

m2019 m2024

Compared to 2019, a much higher
percentage of youth received grants
in 2024 after the age of 18 due to
the introduction of the SRD grant.
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For youth aged 15 — 24 remittances were the main source of household income

Percentage of households by age of household heads and main source of income, 2024

Other
Salary Grants Remittances .. §
g.
15-34 60.6% 12.1% 17.5% ‘
25-34 66.4% 12.4% 11.0% ‘
15-24 34.6% 10.7% 46.2%
Source: General Household Survey (GHS) 2024
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Poverty

Social grants remain a vital safety net, particularly in the
poorest provinces.
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. . General health and Functioning
The four dlmen5|ons Experience difficulty in hearing, vision, communication, mobility and cognition
of the South African

Youth MPI Health Years of schooling

15-16 have less than primary school
17 — 20 has not completed grade 9
21 -24 has not completed matric/equivalent

Youth (aged 15 — 24)

. . - Education
Narrow international definition, Fuel for Lighting
by UN without prejudice to (no electricity)
definitions by member states . i Fuel for Heati
Deprivation A peene

(no electricity)

cut-offs Fuel for Cooking

(no electricity)

Water

(no piped water)

Living
Environment

Sanitation
(no flush toilet)

Dwelling type

(informal/traditional/caravan/tent)

H Assets
Econom I c (no radio/TV/phone/car)
H H hold Adult I t
opportunities O dults 18 -64 unemployen)
Census 2011 NEET

Individual not in Education, Employment or Training
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The largest contributor to the Youth MPI was
deprivation in educational attainment (35%).

Multidimensional

yOUth (1 5 — 24) Adult household employment was the second largest
pove rty contributor to youth poverty at 16.4%.

Third largest contributor to the poverty situation was
NEET (young people Not in Education, Employment and
Training) with a rate of 14.6%.

Health

Education

Deprivation
cut-offs

Living
Environment

LN = Headcount Multidimensional poverty levels for young
(15 — 24) people in SA stood at 33,4%

Source: Census 2011
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levels for
young (25 — 34)

people of SA: 2011 -
2015
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Year Poverty headcount Poverty Gap
2011 30.7% 11.7%
2015 34.7% 13.8%
2023 To be published in To be published in

September 2025 September 2025

Poverty headcount and gap increased from 2011 to
2015 for young people aged 15 to 24

*Poverty headcount: number of people living below lower bound poverty line
Poverty gap: the rand amount needed to lift people out of poverty

The IES 2023 poverty numbers not published yet - to
be published in September 2025

Source: Poverty Trends Report (03-10-06)
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Thank You!

statssa.gov.za X twitter.com/StatsSA f facebook.com/StatsSA

IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH DATA ECOSYSTEMS
UL

stats sa

)
e — (AN
Department: \\‘A"’
Statistics South Africa

W
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICA 2025



	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37


