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INTRODUCTION 

Sub theme: Youth Economic Participation and
Sustainable Employment Opportunities –
Developing a Comprehensive Medium-Term Youth
Development Agenda for South Africa’s Youth

“The biggest weapon in the hands of the oppressor is 
the mind of the oppressed.” — Julius Nyerere



THE CRISIS WE FACE



THE CRISIS WE FACE



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

•



Current Systemic Challenges
• Entrenched class systems = exclusion



What Must Change

• From symbolic inclusion ➝ Structural transformation



Education First
• Decolonise curriculum, embed digital skills

• Invest in and respect TVET colleges

• Data = new electricity

• Devices and connectivity for all learners





RURAL vs URBAN



Building a Youth Economy



Building a Youth Economy



Finance working 

models 

Reopen Factories 

Innovation Hubs & Industrialisation

TOWNSHIPS( DISTRICT LEVEL ) URBAN AREA

Youth –led Industries 

RURAL AREAS: MAJOLA EC  

Scale informal innovation labs



The Digital Economy



Pan-African Collaboration



Youth & Peace
• Peace = justice, dignity, opportunity

• Neglecting youth = fragile peace

• Investing in youth = powerful peace



Governance and Accountability



Enkosi , Thank You 

“Every generation inherits a world it never 
made; and, as it does so, it automatically 

becomes the trustee of that world for those who 
come after. In due course, each generation 
makes its own accounting to its children.” 

Robert Kennedy

 

The answer is not more policy. It is 

implementation — inclusive, funded, youth-

driven and Pan-African in its outlook

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/robert-kennedy-quotes
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