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FAST FACTS – UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

(UNHRC) 

 
What is the Convention on the Rights of the Child? 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (commonly abbreviated as the CRC or UNCRC) is a 
human rights treaty which sets out the civil, political, economic, social, health and cultural rights of children. 
The CRC consists of 54 articles that set out children’s rights and how governments should work together to 
make them available to all children. 
 
 It was adopted and opened for signature, ratification and agreement by resolution no 44/25 of the General 
Assembly (GA) of the United Nations (UN) on the 20th November 1989. The UNCRC entered into force on the 
2nd September 1990, in accordance with article 49, which means that Governments that ratify this convention 
are bound to it by international law. To this end Governments are required to provide progress reports to the 
United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child with regards to the implementation of the Convention in 
their country. 
 

When did South Africa get involved? 
 
The CRC became the first legally binding international convention to affirm human rights for all children. South 
Africa signed the Convention in 1993 and ratified it on the 16th June 1995. It was the first international treaty 
that the incoming South African democratic government ratified.  
 

What are the aims of the Convention? 
 
Besides setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of children, the Convention also 
reaffirms the fact that children, because of their vulnerability, require the following: 
 
• The need for legal and other protection of the child before and after birth; 
• The importance of respect for the cultural values of the child's community; 

 Children need special care and protection;  

 Special emphasis is placed on the primary caring and protective responsibility of the family; and 
• The important role of international cooperation in securing children's rights. 
 
The CRC includes the protection of children from abuse and neglect and interventions required to investigate 
and prevent child abuse. It obliges signatory states to provide separate legal representation for a child in any 
judicial dispute concerning their care and asks that the child's views be heard in such cases.  
 
The Convention forbids capital punishment for children.  
 
Under the CRC, governments are also required to meet children’s basic needs and help them reach their full 
potential. Ratifying states must act in the best interests of the child. 
 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/content/dam/gb/reports/humanitarian/uncrc19-summary2.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Best_interests
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Central to this is the recognition that every child has basic fundamental rights. These include the right to: 

 Life, survival and development; 
 Protection from violence, abuse or neglect; 
 An education that enables children to fulfil their potential; 
 Be raised by, or have a relationship with, both parents even if they are separated; 
 Express their opinions and be listened to. 
 Have their privacy protected, and  
 Their lives are not subject to excessive interference.  

In 2000, two optional protocols were added to the CRC. One asks governments to ensure children under the 
age of 18 are not forcibly recruited into their armed forces. The second calls on states to forbid child 
prostitution, pornography and the sale of children into slavery. A third optional protocol was added in 2011, 
which enables children whose rights have been violated to complain directly to the UN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child.  

Summary of CRC Provisions1 
 

 
 

                                                           
1 Abrahams, K. and Matthews, T. 2011. Child Rights Manual: Handbook for Parliamentarians. Cape Town: 

Parliament of the Republic of South Africa 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_separation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privacy
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What are some of the laws that Parliament has passed in support of the aims of the Convention? 

The South African Constitution defines ‘children’ as persons below the age of 18. 

 Section 28 of the South African Constitution, identifies the needs of, and mechanisms to cater for, the interests of 

children. The provision guarantees specific children’s rights. 

 Section 29(1)(a) of the Constitution, makes provision for the right to basic education. 

 The Children’s Act 38 of 2005 as primary domestic law aimed at giving effect to children’s rights. 

 The Sexual Offences Act No. 32 of 2007 includes protection from a wide range of sexual offences that commonly 

occur against children. 

 Child Justice Act 75 of 2008 establishes a separate justice system for children in conflict with the law  

 Social Assistance Amendment Act 2004 provides access to social grants to children until the age of 18. 
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