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HEDSA’s comment on the Copyright Amendment Bill 
 
As HEDSA we strongly support and welcome Sections 12 A (fair use), 12 B, C and D (exceptions for 
research and education) and Section 19 B (exceptions for computer programs) and Section 19C 
(libraries, archives, museums and galleries).  All these exceptions are needed by people with 
disabilities and those who teach or assist them such as librarians, archivists, etc.   
  
Motivation and suggested way forward to consider 
 
As HEDSA we also recently communicated the below suggestion to the Minister of Higher Education 
and Training, Dr Nzimande: 
 
To succeed in their educational goals, students with disabilities in South Africa must receive equal 
access to their textbooks and other educational materials on an equal basis as their non-disabled 
peers. Educational materials must be made available in accessible formats to students who are blind, 
visually impaired, deaf, or who have other needs that impact communication. 
 
This can be achieved notwithstanding the changes to South African copyright law, including the 
Marrakesh Treaty. Students with disabilities must not become reliant on book donations or NGO's 
such as Bookshare. An initiative to support South African publishers to offer accessible materials will 
benefit students, and South African society as a whole.  
 
The biggest barriers to accessibility in education are not copyright, technology, or economics – they 
are mistrust and misunderstanding. For equal access to become a reality, South African individuals 
and organizations involved in the creation, production, distribution, and consumption of educational 
materials must communicate, coordinate, and collaborate on a comprehensive strategy to reduce and 
then eliminate accessibility barriers. 
 
• The most efficient and effective way to make accessible educational materials available is for 

publishers to produce and sell accessible products with a reasonable profit margin. 
• Publishers should develop accessibility expertise in-house and partner with accessible format 

producers to offer a range of accessible formats. 
• Accessible materials should be priced so students pay standard prices while the educational 

institutions pay additional costs associated with formats such as braille, large print, audio, etc. 
• E-books and other digital materials should be sold without encryption. 
• Terms of Use for digital materials must allow for modification for the purposes of disability 

accommodation. 
• Distributors of e-textbooks and other materials should display an 'accessibility information label' 

with each product, giving facts about the accessibility limitations of those products. 
 
To facilitate the transition to accessible publishing, South Africa's higher education institutions should 
consider creating a clearinghouse for accessible materials, similar to the AccessText Network in the 
US (www.accesstext.org). This clearinghouse will request files from publishers that are needed by 
educational institutions to create accessible materials for their students. The goal of the clearinghouse 
is to help colleges and universities serve disabled students more effectively and efficiently. 
 
To establish this clearinghouse will require communication, collaboration, and coordinated action 
among a variety of organizations, such as: 
• Blind SA 
• Higher and Further Education Disability Services Association  
• Library and Information Association of South Africa 






