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Why is it important to participate?

Public participation is a democratic process that ensures law makers listen to the voices of 

the people when they are making laws. 

HAVE YOUR SAY!
Who must participate and how?

All interested and affected parties, individuals and organised formations are invited to 

participate by: 

•	 Making written submissions addressed to the Portfolio Committee on Health. 

Submissions must be sent to the Secretary of the Portfolio Committee on Health, Ms. 

Vuyokazi Majalamba by 29 November 2019.

Address: 3rd floor, 90 Plein Street, Cape Town, 8000

E-mail: vmajalamba@parliament.gov.za

Fax:  086 694 3279 

•	 Attending public hearings: Public hearings will be held in all provinces from  

25 October 2019 within several district and metropolitan municipalities across  

the country.

For further information about submissions and public hearings on the Bill, you may contact the 

Secretary of the Portfolio Committee on Health, Ms. Vuyokazi Majalamba on:

Tel: (021) 4033770

Cell: 0837098522

Email: vmajalamba@parliament.gov.za

The National Health Insurance (NHI) Bill
The National Health Insurance Bill
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ENGLISH

This pamphlet is available in all the official languages of South Africa.



The National Health Insurance (NHI) Bill
Parliament of South Africa is inviting inputs from the public on the National Health 

Insurance (NHI) Bill (B 11-2019). The National Assembly Portfolio Committee on Health, 

acting in accordance with section 59 (1) of the Constitution, seeks to facilitate public 

involvement in the legislative and other processes. 

Why the NHI Bill?

The objective of the NHI Bill is to provide universal access to quality health care for all 

South Africans as enshrined in the Constitution. The Constitution recognizes healthcare as 

a fundamental human right. It states that “everyone has the right to have access to health 

care services… the state must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within its 

available resources, to achieve the progressive realisation of these rights and no one may be 

refused emergency medical treatment.” The NHI Bill seeks to achieve this by ensuring that:

•	 No one is deprived of the above mentioned rights because of their socio-economic 

status;

•	 One public health fund is created with adequate resources to plan for and effectively 

meet the health needs of the entire population, not just for a selected few; and

•	 The ultimate goal is to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC).

What is the NHI Bill and how will NHI benefit South Africans?

•	 The NHI fund will cover South Africans of all races, rich or poor and legal long-term 

residents.

•	 There will be one pool of healthcare funding for private and public healthcare 

providers alike.

•	 The cost of our healthcare system, which is currently the most expensive in the 

world, will be reduced.

•	 When people visit healthcare facilities, there will be no fees charged because the 

NHI fund will cover the costs of people’s medical care in the same way that medical 

aids do for their members.

•	 NHI will narrow the gap between the rich and poor in terms of standards of 

healthcare. 

•	 South Africans will no longer be required to contribute directly to a medical health 

scheme to get quality health care. The NHI Fund will be funded from:

	 General taxes, 

	 Contributions of persons earning above a set amount, and

	Monthly contributions made by the employees to the fund.

•	 Employers will assist the NHI Fund by ensuring that their workers’ contributions to 

the NHI fund are collected and submitted, in a similar manner to UIF contributions.

What will happen to members of medical aid schemes and private 
healthcare providers?

NHI will not replace Medical Aid Schemes, members will be free to continue with their 

medical schemes if they still wish to. When the NHI is fully implemented the role of 

medical schemes will change as they will provide cover for services not reimbursable by 

the NHI Fund. 

NHI will not allow the charging of exorbitant fees currently being charged, especially by 

the private hospitals. Private healthcare providers will no longer be allowed to charge 

you extra cash called co-payment after the NHI fund has paid them.


