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THURSDAY, 9 JUNE 2011

____

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

____

The House met at 14:15.
The Deputy Speaker took the Chair and requested members to observe a moment of silence for prayers or meditation.
ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS – see col 000.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr D C SMILES: Madam Deputy Speaker, I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of the House I shall move on behalf of the DA:

That the House debates underspending by the Department of Basic Education, its effect on education outcomes and solutions to improve the situation.

I thank you.

Mrs S P KOPANE: Madam Deputy Speaker, I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of the House I shall move on behalf of the DA:

That the House debates how states entering into bilateral treaties with South Africa will be held accountable for the moral and political obligations resulting from these treaties.

I thank you.

Mr P VAN DALEN: Madam Deputy Speaker, I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of the House I shall move on behalf of the DA:

That the House debates the security breaches that took place at South Africa’s nuclear installation at Pelindaba, and possible solutions.
I thank you.

Mr N J J KOORNHOF: Deputy Speaker, I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of the House I shall move on behalf of Cope:

That the House debates the Eastern Cape education department which has paid more than R7 million in salaries to officials who are sitting at home.

Mr C M MONI: Madam Speaker, I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of this House I shall move on behalf of the ANC:

That the House debates the development of a comprehensive remand system to correct offending behaviour of our youth.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DRC ON VIVA RIVA
(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House - 

(1) notes that Viva Riva, from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, won the first ever MTV Best African Movie award at the prestigious annual MTV Movie Awards ceremony on 5 June 2011;

(2) further notes that the South African movie Life Above All was also nominated for the MTV Best African Movie award;

(3) recognises the importance of developing a successful film industry on the African continent;

(4) congratulates all those involved in the production of Riva Viva, as well as the Congolese movie industry, for this achievement; and

(5) further congratulates all the other nominees for this award, including the cast and director of the South African movie Life Above All.

Agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF SIZA MZIMELA AS BOARD MEMBER OF IATA

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House - 

(1)
notes that the Chief Executive Officer of South African Airways, Siza Mzimela, has been appointed a member of the International Air Transport Association’s board of directors;

(2)
further notes that Mzimela is the first woman to be appointed to the board in 67 years;

(3) recognises that her appointment to the board of Iata is a confirmation of the sterling work she is doing as CEO of SAA;

(4) further recognises that her appointment is not only a benefit for SAA, but for Africa as a whole, because it provides us a platform to give input to the industry on the things that are important for the African continent; and

(5) congratulates Mzimela on her appointment and wishes her well with her new responsibility.

Agreed to.

CONGRATULATIONS TO AWETHU

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House - 

(1) notes that the social enterprise Awethu is the winner of the prestigious 2011 Echoing Green Fellowship, recognised as the most established bench-markers of social entrepreneurship ideas;

(2) further notes that the Johannesburg-based Awethu, which aims to equip young entrepreneurs from poor communities, competed against 2 854 concepts from over 100 different countries;

(3) congratulates Awethu for this achievement and their dedication to finding new ideas to fight poverty; and

(4) wishes Awethu well in their future endeavours.

Agreed to.

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE
(The late Mr Wendy Ramokgadi)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House – 

(1)
notes with sadness the untimely passing of Wendy Ramokgadi, creator of the 2010 Fifa World Cup Diski Dance, on Friday 27 May 2011 at the age of 46, shortly after arriving from Hong Kong where he was invited by the South African Consular General to perform;

(2) further notes that Wendy Ramokgadi started dancing at a very young age, having been influenced by the late Michael Jackson, hence he got the name the “Michael Jackson of Soweto” during the eighties;

(3) recalls that in 2009 he was assigned to create a dance for the 2010 World Cup, which was later known as the Diski Dance, and that it was performed throughout the country and abroad prior to and during the World Cup, whence there he got the name Mr Diski Dance;

(4) further recalls that he later became a choreographer for Mango Groove, Chicco, Rebecca, Brenda Fassie and HHP, to mention but a few, and was also the principal choreographer of the Telkom Charity Cup since its inception;

(5) believes that he brought to the youth, and to all of us, the fact that hard work, perseverance and faith are key to success - values that we should uphold as we continue to celebrate the successes of the World Cup; and

(6) conveys its heartfelt condolences to his wife, family and friends as well as to his fans. 

Agreed to.

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE
(The late Mr Arthur Goldreich)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House - 

(1)
notes that Arthur Goldreich, an anti-apartheid activist, died on Tuesday, 24 May 2011 in Tel Aviv, Israel, at the age of 82 as a result of Alzheimer’s disease;

(2)
remembers that Goldreich and Harold Wolpe had secretly bought Lilliesleaf Farm in Rivonia outside Johannesburg as headquarters for the underground Communist Party where he provided a secret hideout for Nelson Mandela and other ANC members at the time when Mandela was the object of a frantic nationwide search by police at the height of apartheid in 1961;

(3)
further remembers that he was a member of the Congress of Democrats who became one of the first members of the ANC’s armed wing, uMkhonto weSizwe, and who, along with Govan Mbeki and Joe Slovo, was one of the main proponents of Operation Mayibuye, a plan to establish guerrilla fighting units throughout South Africa;

(4)
recalls that he had left the country after the raid in July 1963, where he was one of 17 ANC members, including Harold Wolpe, Mosie Moola and Abdulhay Jassat who were arrested, and that one month later the four broke out of the Marshall Square Police Station after bribing officers, whereupon Goldreich managed to flee to Swaziland disguised as a priest;

(5)
believes that his legacy will remain with us and will serve as a reminder of his selfless contribution and that Goldreich is the epitome of a committed servant of the people and will go down in history as one of the rare breeds of revolutionaries that changed the course of South African history, because not only did he sacrifice his privileges as a white South African, but bore the pain of fighting against apartheid, and as a member of the ANC and uMkhonto weSizwe he was prepared to pay the ultimate price he paid for his beliefs and the belief in freedom; and

(6) conveys its condolences to his family, friends and comrades.

Agreed to.

Mrs M T KUBAYI: Deputy Speaker, I hereby give notice that on the next sitting day of the House I shall move on behalf of the ANC:

That the House debates the strengthening of gender equality in the private and public sector.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That can be submitted to the Secretary. Can we move to the next item?

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE
(The late Mr Peter Paul Pietersen)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House - 

(1)
notes with sadness the death of Peter Paul Pietersen, who tragically died of a heart failure on 5 June 2011, at the age of 36;

(2)
acknowledges that Mr Pietersen spent 17 years on the staff of Parliament;

(3)
appreciates his commitment to the parliamentary service, first as a Service Officer and then Chamber Assistant of this House; and

(4)
conveys its deepest condolences to his family, including his ten-year-old daughter, Zoe, and his colleagues. 

Agreed to.

PRECEDENCE TO STATEMENT BY MINISTER IN PRESIDENCY

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House, notwithstanding Rule 29 of the National Assembly, which provides the sequence of proceedings for the House, gives precedence to the statement by the Minister in the Presidency: National Planning Commission, to make a statement before Members’ Statements. 

Agreed to.

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE

(The late Mrs Albertina Sisulu)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, I move without notice:

That the House - 

(1) notes with a deep sense of sadness the sudden passing on of the ANC stalwart Mama Albertina Sisulu on 2 June 2011 at the age of 92;

(2) further notes that Mama Albertina Sisulu was born in the Transkei on 21 October 1918 as the second child of Bonilizwe and Monica Thethiwe and that, after the death of both her parents, Mama Sisulu, who was then 11 years old, took over the responsibility of looking after her brothers and sisters, and while she also had planned on becoming a nun, decided to become a nurse instead in order to financially support her siblings in their studies, and that in 1944 she married Walter Sisulu;

(3) recognises that in 1955 Mama Albertina joined the ANC Women's League and in 1956, together with Lilian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph and Amina Cachalia, led thousands of women to the Union Buildings in Pretoria during the famous Women's March to protest against blacks being forced to carry the notorious passbooks;

(4) further recognises that during the height of repression, bannings, arrests and killings, she emerged steadfast and filled the void left by the forceful exiling and imprisonment of leaders like Mandela, Tambo and others, and that she was one of the founding members of the United Democratic Front (UDF) and gave guidance to young activists and leaders of progressive organisations, including Cosas, Sayco, Azaso, civic formations and many women’s organisations throughout the country; and while she was not only giving political guidance, she was also being a mother figure to most activists, and that it was a combination of these two qualities, political and parental roles, that made it possible for her as a leader of the UDF to sustain a concerted campaign by all South Africans against the tri-cameral apartheid parliamentary system;

(5) remembers that Mama Sisulu was the only female delegate at the official launch of the ANC Youth League on 10 September 1944 and 19 June 1963 and became the first woman to be imprisoned under the notorious 90 Day Act which allowed the state to hold suspects for 90 days without being charged, that she was banned in August 1964 for five years and confined to the magisterial district of Johannesburg, which complicated visits to Robben Island where her husband, Walter Sisulu, was serving a life sentence as a result of the Rivonia trial and that she was banned for a continuous 18-year stretch, from 1963 until Walter’s release in 1989, having spent time in and out of jail, the longest period being eight months after attending the funeral of ANC Women’s League veteran Rose Mbele;

(6) further remembers that for more than 50 years, Mama Albertina committed herself to the Albertina Sisulu Foundation which works to improve the lives of small children and old people and that she was honoured for her commitment to the anti-apartheid struggle and her role as a social worker when the World Peace Council, based in Basel, Switzerland, elected her president from 1993 to 1996;
(7) recalls that in 1991 Mama Albertina was elected to serve on the ANC’s national executive committee, alongside Walter Sisulu, who was elected as ANC deputy president, and that, when in April 1994 the Sisulus observed the transition of their country in its first democratic elections, Albertina became a Member of Parliament and served Parliament until 1999;

(8) acknowledges that while her family has lost a mother, a grandmother and a great grandmother, the ANC and the country have lost an irreplaceable leader, a role model and a constant example of dedication and selflessness; and
(9) conveys its heartfelt condolences to the Sisulu family, friends and comrades in the ANC, the Women’s League, the Youth League and the Alliance.

I thank you, hon Deputy Speaker.

The LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: Hon Deputy Speaker, hon members, on behalf of the DA, it is indeed an honour to convey a message of condolence to the Sisulu family. Nontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu, Mama Sisulu, was a moral compass for our nation. She was a fierce defender of freedom, and showed extraordinary fortitude during some of the most painful times in our country’s history.
Mama Sisulu was a nurse, a mentor, and a leader. But she was first a mother, wife, grandmother and great-grandmother. Despite being a single mother for most of her life, she offered love and care to those far beyond her immediate family, especially our country’s children.

Mama Sisulu was a Unicef patron; she spearheaded the establishment of the National Children’s Rights Committee, a body which helped to ensure that the principles of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child were incorporated into our country’s Constitution and Bill of Rights. During the transition to democracy, Mama Sisulu ensured that the needs of our children were prioritised. She believed that they had already paid too high a price in the country’s struggle for freedom.
The news of Mama Sisulu’s passing has been met with great sadness across the world. The outpouring of grief that we have seen in our own country is a testament to the significant role that Mama Sisulu played in shaping our nation. Today we have an opportunity to celebrate the life of an extraordinary woman who has gone to join the pantheon of great South Africans.
The Sisulu family has distinguished itself in the most exemplary fashion in service to our nation. Both Mama Sisulu and her late husband dedicated their lives to the pursuit of freedom and equality for all. Two of their children serve in this administration in the highest echelons of authority.
All Mama Sisulu’s children, and her extended family, are in our thoughts at this time. Our thoughts are also with the ANC, the organisation in which Mama Sisulu played such a vital role as a leader during the struggle and also became a mentor for many of you that are in this House today.
Mama Sisulu’s role in the UDF, where she served as co-president, was integral in bringing an end to apartheid. But what is truly remarkable is that, even after the fall of apartheid, Mama Sisulu continued to contribute to the development of our democracy in her capacity as an ANC MP. She never believed that her job was done.

Mama Sisulu was one of many South Africans who made immeasurable personal sacrifices to fight for the establishment of a free constitutional state in our country. She showed strength and courage, both in the face of the apartheid edifice and in times of personal struggle and tribulations.
The most fitting way that we as legislators can honour her legacy, and the legacy of other leaders of her time such as her husband, the late Walter Sisulu, the late Oliver Tambo and Nelson Mandela, is by ensuring that those values for which these leaders fought are promoted and protected. We must ensure that the work of Parliament in providing oversight and promoting basic democratic principles is defended at all costs. We cannot allow the democratic advances that Mama Sisulu fought for to slip through our fingers and be replaced by populist politicking that serves only individual agendas.

Albertina Sisulu’s unique maternal manner made her the mother of our nation. She wore the mantle of matriarch in an inimitable fashion. She will be remembered for her courage and fearless determination to see South Africa transformed into a country for all its people.

We, however, do not despair of hope in our profound loss. The comforting words of the prophet Micah are indeed a source of solace: “When I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.”
Mama Sisulu is survived by her family, her friends and loved ones, and a nation indebted to her determination to see the vision of a free, democratic South Africa realised.
Allow me, Deputy Speaker and the bereaved Sisulu family, to invoke three verses of the original anthem of Africa, Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika, to pay tribute to our deceased mother and her life’s endeavours.
Yiza, Moya!
Sikelela, Nkosi, sikelela,
Yiza, Moya Oyingcwele
Nkosi, sikelela, thina,
Lusapho lwayo.
Sikelel’ amalinge ethu

Awomanyano nokuzakha

Awemfundo nemvisiswano uwasikelele.
Nkosi sikelel’ iAfrika

Cima bonk’ ubugwenxa bayo

Nezigqitho nezono zayo

Uyisikelele.
Lala ngoxolo, Mama Sisulu. Akuhlanga lungehlanga. [Kwaqhwatywa.] (Translation of isiXhosa paragraphs follows.)

[Come, Holy Spirit, come

Bless, oh God, bless

Come, Holy Spirit, come

Bless us, oh God

We, Africa’s family

Bless our initiatives

To unite and build

Bless our initiatives 

Towards education and mutual understanding.

God bless Africa

Forgive all its evil

Its trespasses and sins

God bless Africa.

Rest in peace, Mama Sisulu. Please accept what has happened as fate. [Applause.]]
Mrs Z B N BALINDLELA: Somlomo, i-Cope idlulisa uvelwano kwi-ANC ngokushiywa kwayo sisithwalandwe, intandane yethu, uMama uNontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu. [Speaker, Cope sends its condolences to the ANC on the loss of their veteran and icon, our beloved Mama Nontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu.]

After the death of Comrade Steve Biko, the University of Fort Hare was never the same for us young, married, women academics. We searched high and low for an answer and the truth, until we found uMama.

Her leadership skills manifested themselves at an early age, when she was chosen as head girl in Standard 5 at Xolobe.

Eso sikolo sakhe sisekhona nanamhlanje kwesikaNkosi uMnyhila obenguninalume, eTsomo, kwaye sithiywe ngegama lakhe. [Her school still exists even today in the district of Nkosi Mnyhila, her uncle, at Tsomo, and it has been named after her.]

She never abandoned the poor.

Abantu baseXolobe, amaZotsho, bayayibulela intombi yabo uMaNdlangisa, uThole, kuba engakhange ayilibale intlupheko yabo ngokuthi abakhele esi sikolo esebenzisana namaziko abucala. [The people of Xolobe, the amaZotsho clan, are grateful to their daughter, MaNdlangisa, Thole, because she never forgot their poor conditions and she built a school with the assistance of private institutions.] 

The hallmark of her leadership was her intrinsic humility, ingrained with deep love for her traditional values.

KwaMama akulityalwa mngqusho, akulityalwa mvubo, akulityalwa ntyabonyti. uMa ubesoloko esithanda isintu sakhe ngalo lonke ixesha. [At Mama’s home you would always find samp and beans, crumbly mealie meal porridge with sour milk, and melon. Mama always loved her culture and tradition.]

I am sure that many of our hon leaders here have seen that infectious smile whenever she was in her traditional wear.

UMama taught us good discipline. When we were young, as the ANC Women’s League, we went to a conference, eMalibongwe, in Amsterdam, followed by a conference in Botswana, to meet with our leaders in exile. UMama insisted that we, the delegation of young South African women, be exemplary in our behaviour.

Of course, one look of disapproval from uMama was enough to let you know that you had overstepped your boundary. Her disciplined upbringing and remarkable ability to care for others made her one of the most remarkable mothers in our country.

For two years after the release of our leaders we shared offices with uMama, as our leader, at what later became known as the Shell House ... apho sasikumgangatho we-17, ootata bethu bekowama-24. [... where we occupied the 17th floor, and our male counterparts the 24th.]

Mama Sisulu lived by the ethos of Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfika. She hated racism with a passion. She wanted all the people of our country to rise above the racism that degraded our humanity. Her reach was broad and her persuasive influence was total. When a life has been lived as completely, courageously, honestly, selflessly and successfully as Mama’s, the correct response to the punctuation mark in that life is for us to carry on her legacy.

Thina ke besingamaphelo akhe kuba besibancinci. Ngoku kufuneka thina sikhulise la wethu amaphelo - ooNdabeni, ooMazibuko, oo-Adams, ooManana, ooBabalwa abahloniphekileyo – ngamaphelo ethu. Kufuneka sibenzele umzekelo wokuba umama ukhulisa njani na. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)

[We were like her last-born children because we were young. Now it is our turn to raise our own last-born children – such as hon Ndabeni, Mazibuko, Adams, Manana, and Babalwa – they are our last-born children. We must be exemplary and show them how a mother raises her children.]

The question worth asking is: Can we in honesty say that we too live by the values that she cherished and act with the courage that she showed? Our generation is so willing to compromise the truth and so ready to suppress that truth. In her remarkable life she showed how the truth sets a person free.

UMama leaves the world uncontaminated in any way and with her name unblemished in any manner. She departs with a perfect testimonial. Her name and what she stood for must be defended because they bore a remarkable similarity to the values that are enshrined in our Constitution.

One who followed her and one who abided by the spirit of the Constitution would have been companions on the same path. We mourn her loss, but let us never mourn the loss of the principles and values she stood for. That would be a loss too great for us to bear.

Ithi ke Ma i-Cope: “Hamba kakuhle. Lala ntombi, mzukulwana wakwaMnyhila, Thole, MaNdlangisa, maze’ ebhonxe amabele eyenyisa isizwe sonke.” Masimkhululeni ahambe kuba umzamo omhle uwuzamile; ugqatso ulufezile; ukholo ulugcinile. Okwethu kukubambelela. (Translation of isiXhosa paragraph follows.)
[Cope says to you, Mama: “Farewell. Rest in peace, beloved daughter, grandchild of Mnyhila, Thole, MaNdlangisa, a mother who fed the whole nation.” We need to let her go because she has fought a good fight, she has finished the race and has kept the faith. Ours is never to give up, but to hold on.]

I would like to sing:

Bambelela!

Khawubambelele,

Khawubambe, khawubambe,

Khawubambe, bamba, bamba

Bamba, bamba, bambelela! 

(Translation of isiXhosa song follows.)

[Oh never give up!

Oh never give up!

Oh never, oh never, oh never,

Never, never, never, never, 

Never give up!]

[Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much, hon member. We have different ways of celebrating Mama Sisulu’s life. I thought that since this is the last day, we should just allow the member to sing.

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: Hon Deputy Speaker, hon Ministers and hon members, on behalf of the IFP and myself, I express our deepest condolences to the Sisulu family on the passing away of Nontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu.

The news of Mama Sisulu’s passing last Thursday left me with a sense of enormous loss. My wife, Princess Irene, and I considered her a friend, but of course she was much more than that; she was one of the mothers of our democratic nation, birthing freedom through her unbending faith and convictions. It is true that there is no one more deserving of the title of “Mother of our Nation”.

Albertina blessed us with her strength, both as an individual and in the partnership with her beloved husband, Walter Sisulu. They will remain South African icons. Albertina and Walter were an inspiration to me from a young age, not only in their politics, but in their marriage as well. Indeed they gave us a love story that underpinned everything that they accomplished.

I shall forever be grateful to Mr Walter Sisulu for the guidance he gave me as a young man when he advised me, together with iNkosi Albert Luthuli and Mr Nelson Mandela, to take up my hereditary position as inkosi of the Buthelezi clan. That was more than half a century ago, but it began a lifetime of leadership for me. 

Throughout the years that followed I often leaned on the wisdom of men like Walter Sisulu. Thus, Albertina Sisulu became someone whom I respected and admired, for she so ably complemented her husband’s strengths and supported him through the many dark nights of incarceration, suffering and exile.

In the midst of their fight for our freedom, Albertina managed to raise children of whom she and Walter could later be very proud. I am very proud of the fact that the hon Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, Lindiwe Sisulu, was prepared for her later responsibilities as my Deputy Minister in the Ministry of Home Affairs.

I thank God that Albertina Sisulu lived to see our freedom and to serve in a democratic Parliament, which she did, as she did everything else, with distinction and integrity. All of us who served with her in this House are very proud and privileged to have served with her.

I’m also grateful that in the last 17 years of her life South Africa could honour her and her husband for the more than 70 years that they gave to the liberation struggle. She deserved every accolade we gave her, but the praises we bestowed on her in life and those that we pour upon her memory now actually pale into insignificance compared to the crown that she receives as she now steps into eternity.

May the Lord comfort the Sisulu children and grandchildren, for in truth there are many. May I express to the Chief Whip and members of the ANC our condolences for the loss of this stalwart. While our condolences go to the Sisulu family, we know that across our nation there are countless South Africans who consider themselves children and grandchildren of Albertina Sisulu because they sheltered in her care and thrived under her warmth. We thank the Sisulu family for giving us their mother.

Yebo, noma ngidlula ethunzini lokufa angiyikwesaba okubi ngoba Wena unami. Udek’ itafula phambi kwami naphambi kwezitha zami. Ugcobile ikhanda lami ngamafutha. Isitsha sami siyachichima, okuhle nomusa kuyangilandela izinsuku zonke zokuhamba kwami. Ngiyakuhlala endlini kaSimakade kuze kube sekupheleni kwezinsuku. [Ihlombe.] (Translation of isiZulu paragraph follows.)
[Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil because You are with me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. [Applause.]]

Mr J J MCGLUWA: Hon Deputy Speaker, today the ID would like to extend our heartfelt condolences on the passing of Ma Albertina Sisulu, wife of the late Walter Sisulu. The name Albertina means “brilliant”, “intelligent”, “respectable”, “noble” and “famous”. Ma Sisulu embodied all of these characteristics and was true to the meaning of her name.

Yes, of course, her death has come as a great shock to those who were close to her, as well as to the entire nation. The moment I heard about the great loss for the Sisulu family, I placed my life on hold and took it upon myself to pay my last respects at the Sisulu family home in Johannesburg on Friday. This was all because she was not only amongst the best, but also the Mother of the Nation.

The Sisulu family have left their mark on South African history and have become prominent leaders in South African politics. One of Albertina Sisulu’s most famous quotes was:

Women are the people who are going to relieve us from all this oppression and depression. The rent boycott that is happening in Soweto now is alive because of the women. It is the women who are on the street committees educating the people to stand up and protect each other.

This was the cornerstone of the emancipation of South African women.

Ons dink vandag spesiaal aan die Speaker, Walter en Albertina Sisulu se seun Max, asook aan Lindiwe Sisulu, en ons bring hulde aan hulle en aan hul ouers, wat hulle grootgemaak het. Ma Sisulu het nie net kinders in die lewe gebring nie, maar het ook geboorte gegee aan ons nuwe demokrasie in Suid-Afrika. 

Daarom glo ons dat haar kinders en haar nageslag sal voortbou op daardie nalatenskap. (Translation of Afrikaans paragraphs follows.)

[Today we are particularly keeping the Speaker, Max, who is the son of Walter and Albertina Sisulu, as well as Lindiwe Sisulu in our thoughts, and we would like to pay tribute to them and their parents who raised them. Not only did Ma Sisulu give birth to children, but she also gave birth to our new democracy in South Africa.

Therefore we believe that her children and descendants will continue to build on that heritage.]
We salute you, Mother of the Nation. Hamba kahle. [Go well.] [Applause.]

Mr L B GAEHLER: Hon Deputy Speaker, to the family, the ANC and the friends of the late hon Nontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu, who passed away on 2 June 2011, on behalf of the UDM, please accept our most sincere condolences on the loss of Mama Sisulu.

It is with a heavy heart that I stand here today once more to bid farewell to yet another struggle icon. Mama Sisulu’s death marks the end of an era of a fearless generation, one that former President Thabo Mbeki aptly described as “the generation of the titans that pulled us out of the abyss and placed us on the pedestal of hope on which we continue to rest”.

As a nation, we remain deeply indebted to this generation of titans who devoted their lives to the struggle for the liberation of our people. We remain eternally indebted to them for the freedom and democracy we now enjoy. All those who have had the privilege of working with Mama Sisulu can confirm her dedication to serving the people of South Africa.

We hope that these few words of comfort will mellow your sorrows and begin the process of healing.

Akuhlanga lungehlanga; thuthuzelekani. Lala ngoxolo Ma Sisulu. Enkosi. [Kwaqhwatywa.] [Please accept what has happened as fate; be comforted. Rest in peace, Ma Sisulu. [Applause.]]

Dr C P MULDER: Agb Adjunkspeaker, agb kollegas, as die VF Plus wil ons ons baie graag vereenselwig met die mosie deur ons simpatie en meelewing met die familie van Albertina Sisulu uit te spreek. Die Sisulu-familie is ’n familie wat diep spore getrap het in die Suid-Afrikaanse politiek in die verlede, maar ook tans, en hulle sal waarskynlik ook in die toekoms diep spore trap.

Albertina Sisulu het haar lewe gewy aan dit waarin sy met oortuiging geglo het en sy het die voorreg gehad om op ’n relatief hoë ouderdom, die ouderdom van 76 in 1994, ’n lid te word van hierdie Parlement, waar sy gedien het tot aan die einde van 1999, toe sy 81 jaar oud was. Sy het die voorreg gehad om een van daardie lede te wees wat in 1994 na hierdie Parlement toe kon kom.

In die meeste organisasies is daar individue wat uitstaan soos ’n hoekpaal of ’n anker. Dit is duidelik as ’n mens na die lewe van Albertina Sisulu kyk, dat sy, in die stryd waarin sy gestaan het, binne haar party en binne die organisasie wat sy gedien het en die organisasies waarby sy betrokke was, so ’n hoekpaal was waarom mense bymekaargekom en vergader het.

As ons kyk na haar lewe, is dit duidelik dat haar lewe getuig het van toewyding en totale selfopoffering vir dit waarin sy geglo het.

Die VF Plus vereenselwig hom graag met die mosie wat vandag op die Ordelys is, waarin hulde aan haar gebring word. Ons dink aan die Sisulu-familie. Ons dink aan haar kinders, kleinkinders en al haar geliefdes. Ons betuig ook ons simpatie met die ANC, wat ’n kollega en ’n strydros verloor het. Baie dankie. (Translation of Afrikaans speech follows.)

[Dr C P MULDER: Hon Deputy Speaker, hon colleagues, as the FF Plus we would very much like to associate ourselves with the motion by conveying our sympathy and empathy to the family of Albertina Sisulu. The Sisulu family is a family that have left their mark in South African politics in the past, are doing so at present, and are expected also to leave their mark in the future.

Albertina Sisulu dedicated her life to that in which she believed with conviction and in 1994, at the relatively advanced age of 76, she had the privilege of becoming a Member of this Parliament, in which she served up to the end of 1999, when she was already 81 years old. She had the privilege of being one of those members to be in a position to come to this Parliament in 1994.

In most organisations there are individuals who stand out, like a fencing-post, or an anchor. It is evident, when one considers the life of Albertina Sisulu, that she, in the struggle in which she was involved, in her party and in the organisation that she served and the organisations with which she was involved, was just such a fencing-post around which people gathered and congregated.

When we look at her life, it is evident that it testified to dedication and complete self-sacrifice for that in which she believed.

The FF Plus has the pleasure of associating itself with the motion on today’s Order Paper, in which tribute is paid to her. We are thinking of the Sisulu family. We are thinking of her children, grandchildren and all her loved ones. We are also expressing our sympathy to the ANC, who has lost a colleague and a stalwart. Thank you very much.]

Rev K R J MESHOE: Deputy Speaker, the ACDP, together with numerous South Africans and people from all over the world, received the news about Mama Albertina Sisulu’s sudden death with great sadness. I therefore, on behalf of the ACDP, wish to convey our heartfelt condolences to the Sisulu family, particularly our Speaker, hon Max Sisulu, and the hon Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, as well as the ANC and all Mama Sisulu’s friends and relatives.

Mama Sisulu was a great and extraordinary woman, an excellent example, both as a mother and a leader, who made extraordinary personal sacrifices so that all South Africans, regardless of race, creed or gender, could be part of the democracy we are enjoying today. In spite of the harassment she suffered at the hands of the apartheid security police, Mama Sisulu remained calm, composed and dignified at all times.

Her choice of nursing and midwifery as a career revealed her caring and loving heart. As a midwife, she not only helped mothers at the point of birth, but she also helped to birth the democratic South Africa we are enjoying today.

The ACDP will cherish the memory of this political stalwart for a long time. I will personally remember her as a mother who always addressed me as “my son”.

In 1994, during our early days in Parliament, when we still experienced some political intolerance, and some members were giving me a hard time, Mama Sisulu would always give me this advice, just like a genuine mother: “Don’t worry about it, my son; you are most welcome in this place. This is your Parliament.”

Mama Sisulu was a true Mother of the Nation. She never considered people’s political affiliation; she loved and cared for all. Our prayers are with the Sisulu family during this time of bereavement. The ACDP and all those who loved her say: “May her soul rest in peace.” [Applause.]

Mr L M MPHAHLELE: Hon Deputy Speaker, the PAC joins the nation in celebrating the life of a fearless fighter, a caring mother of the nation, a disciplined revolutionary and a selfless servant of the people. Comrade Albertina Sisulu left indelible footprints in the sands of memory – a legacy of respect, resilience and perseverance. She was the embodiment of the best her generation could give us and posterity will remember her as humble in greatness and great in humility.

To the Sisulu family: We hope that you will find solace in the fact that Mama Sisulu offered you the ecstasy of blood, and not the tyranny of blood. Emulating Mama Sisulu’s honest and incorruptible life is the greatest tribute the family and the nation can pay her.

Singumbutho wakwapoqo sithi: Hamba kahle MaNdlangisa, Thole, Qhaqhane, MaNtsulu. Enkosi. [Kwaqhwatywa.] [As the PAC, we want to say: Farewell MaNdlangisa, Thole, Qhaqhane, MaNtsulu. Thank you. [Applause.]]

Mr K J DIKOBO: Madam Deputy Speaker, hon members, the family of Mama Albertina Sisulu, distinguished guests: We received with sadness the news of the passing away of Mama Sisulu. I know that there might be those who ask: How can we be shocked by the passing away of a 92-year-old person? The truth is that, as human beings, we wish that the people we love could be with us forever.

We thank the late Mama Sisulu for her selfless service to the community. Mama Sisulu was a symbol of resistance. Against all odds, she lived a full life and was able to bring up children who are leaders in their own right.

She also defied statisticians, because we are told that life expectancy in South Africa is 51 years. We are glad that life comes from God and not from the statisticians, otherwise Mama Sisulu would have died long before I was born.

Mama Albertina Sisulu was a shining example of a servant of the people. Azapo appreciates the service that she rendered, including the time that she worked with the then Azapo secretary for health, the late Comrade Abu Asvat, the people’s doctor.

We thank God for giving us Mama Sisulu. On behalf of Azapo, I convey a message of condolence to the family of Mama Albertina Sisulu, her political party, the ANC, and the people of South Africa. Thank you. [Applause.]

Mr N T GODI: Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the APC we want to extend our heartfelt condolences and solidarity to the Sisulu family as well as to the ANC. We are here passing our salute to Mama Sisulu because she stood up and fought for freedom. She belonged to a generation of leaders and activists who rose to the challenge of their times - people who served and sacrificed their personal comforts for the sake of the nation.

She was amongst the fortunate ones who fought for freedom and lived to see it, and lived to contribute to the reconstruction of the country. She was one of the MPs who set up this new democratic Parliament.

She was a leader who, in public and in her conduct, exuded humility and never pursued an overtly sectarian approach. As Comrade Dikobo indicated, in Soweto in the 80s she worked in the private practice of Dr Asvat, who was a member of Azapo. When Mama Urbania Mothopeng, the wife of the late president of the PAC, Zephania Mothopeng, passed away, MaSisulu, together with MaTambo and others, were very conspicuous in their support and presence with the family until the funeral.

We believe it is imperative for us who remain behind to carry on the struggle that those of her generation so ably fought, to be comforted in the knowledge that, as Sobukwe said, “we are nothing but tools of history”. When we are gone, history shall find new tools. We believe that, indeed, her work and her life epitomise the saying: “Malibongwe igama lamakhosikazi!” [Praise the name of women!] Thank you. [Applause.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Deputy Speaker, I am exceptionally honoured to recognise the leader of our people, Comrade Cyril Ramaphosa, who chaired the Constitutional Assembly, which gave birth to our Constitution. He is still vigilant. He was the first to observe a textual mistake on our Order Paper. As a result of that, Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to make a slight textual correction to the motion I moved. Mr Walter Sisulu was never a Member of Parliament. Therefore paragraph 7 should be corrected by the removal of this reference.

Mama Sisulu was born in 1918 and immediately lost both her parents, making it impossible for her to follow a career of her choice, also making her the earliest known child head of a family. She didn’t enjoy her youth. 

In the 1940s, when she met Walter Sisulu, he was already involved in discussions for the founding of the ANC Youth League. She immediately became politically active. In 1944 she married Walter. Hardly four years into her marriage the National Party came into power on the platform of apartheid. A year thereafter, in 1948, she became active in the ANC Women’s League. In 1949, Walter was elected secretary-general of the ANC, which was a full-time position, which denied the family his income. She became the sole breadwinner. She helped found the nonracial Federation of South African Women, a federation which was the first to produce a charter of rights in 1954. In 1956, she became one of the leaders of the march to Pretoria.

During the treason trial, again, she was on her own, looking after the family. In the 60s she was detained many times, and ultimately her husband was sentenced and sent to Robben Island. She was left alone to look after the family, and also appreciated at that point in time that family and children meant South Africa and the children of South Africa. It is for that reason that she mentored generations of the youth that brought our freedom.

Born in 1918 to become a great mother and leader of the nation, Mama Sisulu left a great legacy of values to all South Africans, black and white, young and old. Mama was a phenomenal woman of vision and action. She was an embodiment of the moral vision of the National Liberation Movement expounded by O R Tambo and Rev Trevor Huddleston, the roots of her moral vision.

On 24 September 1987 the Rt Rev Archbishop Trevor Huddleston convened the International Conference on Children, Repression and the Law in Apartheid South Africa. In the words of the late President Reginald Oliver Tambo, the conference was convened, and I quote:

We meet because there is something that is happening to the hapless and the innocent that should not be allowed to happen. We meet because we recognize that our own lives have meaning only to the extent that they are used to create a social condition which will make the lives of the children happy, full and meaningful. We have gathered ourselves in Harare and on this particular occasion because we know that a grievous injustice is being done to all humanity.

Recalling the atrocities perpetrated on children by the inhuman apartheid system and the plight of children under this system, O R Tambo said, and I quote:

This terrible desolation defines for us what our struggle must be about. We cannot be true liberators unless the liberation we will achieve guarantees all children the rights to life, health, happiness and free development, respecting the individuality, inclinations and capacities of each child. Our liberation would be untrue to itself if it did not, among its first tasks, attend to the welfare of the millions of children whose lives have been stunted and turned into a terrible misery by the violence of the apartheid system.

In his call for national and international defence for children under the apartheid system, Tambo said, and I quote:

... our concern for the children, the inheritors of our future, cannot be postponed until the day we achieve our emancipation. That is why this conference ... 

Referring to the Harare Conference –

... is being held. It should result in the greatest possible international mobilisation around the issue of the plight of the children of South Africa ...

He continued:

Inside our country, we, as well, have a responsibility to act now in defence of the children. There, too, we must rip off the cloak of silence which the Pretoria regime tries to drape around its horrendous misdeeds. The democratic movement must, in its entirety, join the campaign to force the racist regime to take its blood-stained hands off our people!

In his call to the Interfaith Movement, O R Tambo said, and I quote:

Other men and women of conscience must themselves join in this struggle because none can reckon themselves human and be unconcerned about what is happening to the young. We would expect that people of all faiths would feel moved by their own beliefs to say we too must be counted amongst those who stood up in defence of the children.

As a delegate to the 1987 Harare Conference and a co-worker of Mama Sisulu on women’s and children’s rights, I stand before this House to attest that Mama Sisulu became the volunteer-in-chief in defence of children under apartheid repression.

She led us in the mobilisation of all progressive forces, including women’s and civic associations, NGOs, CBOs and faith-based organisations, for the defence of fundamental children’s rights. This mobilisation culminated in the establishment of the National Children’s Rights Committee, which established provincial structures rooted among the people.

As a founder and patron of the National Children’s Rights Committee, Mama taught us to appreciate that secular authorities and faith-based organisations have an identity of interest in defence of the inherent dignity of all children, both black and white; development of the full potential of all children; recovery of the humanity - ubuntu/botho - of all South African children; and improvement of the quality of their lives through quality education, health care, food security and job creation. She therefore mobilised all sectors of society, especially the interfaith movement, to tell the truth about the plight of children under the apartheid system and to act in their defence.

Mama also heeded O R Tambo’s call for international mobilisation around the issue of the plight of the children of South Africa.  Under her leadership the National Children’s Rights Committee mobilised financial, administrative and humanitarian assistance from the United Nations Children’s Fund, Unicef, for the defence of the children of South Africa. Through the NCRC, an umbrella organisation for civil society groups working for children’s rights, Mama Sisulu became instrumental in making sure that the principles of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child were included in the country’s democratic Constitution and the Bill of Rights. She also paved the way for Unicef to engage with and establish an office in the country.

Mama Sisulu also mobilised the Swedish Save the Children organisation to support public interest law organisations, notably the community law centre of the National Institute for Public Interest Law and Research, led by lawyers like J B Sibanyoni, a member of this House, and the community law centre at the University of the Western Cape, led by the late Comrade Dullah Omar. The institute published a book titled Women and Children in a Violent Society, after field work done under her leadership in the violence-torn KwaZulu-Natal province.

Unicef correctly described Mama Sisulu as a woman of great courage, conviction and passion, and a tireless advocate for South Africa’s children. As the NCRC’s patron and moral leader, Mama Sisulu was instrumental in ensuring that, after the country’s first democratic elections, the NCRC took centre stage, being transformed into the Children’s Desk in the Office of the President, as well as in all nine provincial premiers’ offices. This work laid the foundation for the National Programme of Action for Children, which mapped out plans for the realisation of all South Africa’s children’s rights.

As part of our tribute to Mama Sisulu, the ANC calls on the Minister of Women, Children and People with Disabilities to table a progress report to Parliament in this regard.

President Jacob Zuma provided the framework for all sectors, including the National Interfaith Movement, to contribute to youth and child development when he invited all sectors in society to enter into a partnership with his administration for reconstruction, development and progress. The idea of a partnership between government and the National Interfaith Movement can be traced back to the 1997 National Religious Leaders Summit convened by our icon, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela.

Mandela told the summit that political and faith leaders could not achieve their objectives in isolation; they needed to co-operate in a structured way through formations that were rooted among the people. He awakened politicians to the fact that social transformation could not be achieved without spiritual transformation, which he described as the reconstruction and development programme of the soul.

Given the deepening moral degeneration manifesting itself in teenage pregnancies, drug and alcohol abuse, neglect of child-headed families, abuse of women and children, illiteracy, skills shortage, and lack of psychosocial support for victims of social violence, the elders of our nation in the beyond will ask Mama Sisulu on her arrival: Where is the spiritual transformation plan of the National Interfaith Movement? Where is the memorandum of agreement between government and the National Interfaith Movement in defence of the youth and children?

Collaboration between the government and the National Interfaith Movement would not result in the co-option and domination of one by the other. The endorsement of Mandela’s call for spiritual transformation by President Zuma and the entire leadership of the ruling party, the ANC, testifies eloquently to the fact that government and the National Interfaith Movement are equally impelled to safeguard the unique dignity of every human being, to promote the immeasurable value of life of everyone, and to foster the common good. No further amount of interfaith dialogue can advance human dignity and the common good. What is now required is a social plan to address the spiritual and material needs of the children, the youth and the poorest of the poor.

President Jacob Zuma has already said that human development has a spiritual and material aspect, and called for a memorandum of agreement between government and the National Interfaith Movement for holistic human development and the creation of cohesive, caring and sustainable communities. In memory of Mama Albertina Sisulu, let us form this partnership and use it as a vehicle for preserving and developing her legacy to our youth and children.

To aid this process Parliament will hold a parliamentary interfaith indaba at the end of June, which will be followed by provincial interfaith round tables. These round tables will culminate in a Presidential Interfaith Summit on 25 August 2011, which will consolidate the National Interfaith Movement and adopt a programme of action for the creation of the cohesive, caring and sustainable communities that Mama Sisulu dreamt of and worked for throughout her life.

Let her spirit rest in peace. Lala ngoxolo, Mama Wethu! [Our Mother, rest in peace.]
Thank you, hon Deputy Speaker. [Applause.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The condolences of the House will be conveyed to the Sisulu family.

Debate concluded.

Motion agreed to, members standing.

Revival of lapsed item

(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Madam Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the House revives the following item, which was on the Order Paper and lapsed at the end of the 2010 session:
Consideration of Report of Joint Committee on Ethics and Members’ Interests on Auditor-General’s report on alleged non-disclosure of members’ interests (Announcements, Tablings and Committee Reports, 17 November 2010, p 4004).

Agreed to.

time allocation FOR EXECUTIVE STATEMENT
(Draft Resolution)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Madam Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the House - 
(1) notwithstanding – 

(a)
its resolution adopted on 20 August 2009 regarding time allocation for party responses to an executive statement; and

(b)
Rule 106(2) and (5), which provide for time allocation to a Cabinet member making an executive statement and for party responses; 

(2) resolves that the time allocation for the purpose of the executive statement today be as follows: Cabinet member: 40 minutes; ANC: 15 minutes; DA: 9 minutes; Cope: 5 minutes; IFP: 3 minutes and all other parties 2 minutes each.

Agreed to.

LAUNCH OF DIAGNOSTIC DOCUMENT BY NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
(Statement)
The MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: Madam Deputy Speaker, colleagues, hon members and dear friends, one of the privileges I have is to welcome the members of the National Planning Commission, NPC, a number of whom are with us here this afternoon, seated in the directors-generals’, or DGs’ box.

This House has just acknowledged the remarkable lifelong contribution of Mama [Mother] Albertina Sisulu, one of the most distinguished former members of this House ever. Her life as mother, wife and comrade was a sterling example to all of us of what it means to live one’s beliefs. Ma Sisulu lived life true to the best values of our struggle and of our Constitution. Her selflessness and humility have inspired generations of freedom-loving South Africans. It is a privilege for me today to address this House to honour one so great who has been amongst us.

It is in paying tribute that we also seek to advance those issues that our Mother lived and struggled for. So, it is fortuitous that the NPC can offer its first outputs to this House and all the people of South Africa on this day.

Today the NPC is releasing the elements of a vision statement for the kind of country that we must attain by 2030. We are also releasing a diagnostic report, analysing the key challenges that confront our country and people. The elements of the vision and diagnostic report lay the basis for a national conversation about the country that we want by 2030, the key challenges in achieving our vision, and how we fix them collectively as South Africans.

In April 2010 President Zuma appointed 25 members of the NPC from civil society to work with me to develop this plan. These appointments were made against the backdrop of a Green Paper that had been debated in this House.

In inaugurating the NPC in May last year, President Zuma was abundantly clear about his expectations of the commission. He said, and I quote:

The mandate of the commission is to take a broad, cross-cutting, independent and critical view of South Africa, to help define the South Africa we seek to achieve in 20 years’ time and to map out a path to achieve those objectives. The commission is expected to put forward solid research, sound evidence and clear recommendations for government.
The commission will also work with broader society to draw on the best expertise, consult the relevant stakeholders and help to shape a consensus on what to do about the key challenges facing us. Government has often taken a sectoral and short-term view that has hampered development. Taking a long-term and independent view will add impetus, focus and coherence to our work.
The establishment of the National Planning Commission is our promise to the people of South Africa that we are building a state that will grow the economy, reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of our citizens.
This mandate given to private citizens is without precedent anywhere in the world. As a rule, governments examine their strengths and weaknesses behind closed doors, and the marginal changes that flow from these processes seep unnoticed into society. In a show of confidence and entirely in the spirit of our great Constitution, the President took this measure in the interests of ensuring a better quality of life for all of our citizens.

This boldness should not go unnoticed. It is not premised on party-political lines. It is an act of commitment to our shared beliefs. It is an act of strength, not weakness. So the steps taken by President Zuma are based on a deep belief that democracy is built with the people, not merely on their behalf. As we say, “Amandla awethu!” [“The strength is ours!”]. It is possible, because we are of a people and of a generation that was able to make the most remarkable strides to deliver a constitutional democracy premised on the highest values.

The task of the NPC starts with this experience and builds on it. It has a mandate against forgetting, and for change. The path that it has chosen has involved undertaking a detailed analysis of the achievements of our still young democracy. It has also identified those issues that we can measure as preventing the fruits of democracy from touching the lives of all. It is an approach that requires that we recognise what we have achieved and what remains to be done. We have called the part of this that focuses on what remains undone, a diagnostic. In the diagnostic report very particular challenges for all of society have been identified.

To address these we will have to draw on all our strengths, capabilities and collective experience of uniting and achieving a common purpose. South Africans are a remarkable people. We have done the following: stared into the abyss of violence and disintegration in the 1980s and decided that dialogue was the only way forward to achieve a peaceful settlement; come together to negotiate a transition from apartheid to democracy in a process that today is still the envy of the world; held our first election on the basis of equal suffrage peacefully; and drafted a Constitution that has given all South Africans dignity, rights and freedoms that seemed unachievable years ago.

Since then we have united as South Africans to achieve so much. The experience of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission taught us humility and to appreciate the suffering of people with different views and historical experiences of South Africa. Since 1994 we have established institutions of state, integrated racially divided public institutions, and established provincial and local government, and key economic governance agencies. We have a respected and independent judiciary and legislatures tasked with making laws and overseeing the executive.

Our economy was turned around, employment grew, and the health of public finances was stabilised; we achieved unity on the sports field and numerous successes in the international arena. Today we are nonpermanent members of the United Nations, UN, Security Council, partly in recognition of the fact that we have taken our place in the family of nations, striving for peace and security on our continent and in our world.

We have indeed delivered a better life for many people. More people have access to housing, water, electricity, sanitation and schooling than ever before. These are tangible improvements in the lives of millions of South Africans, which will make all of them proud.

I can go on for much longer singing the praises of our country, people and government, but my job today is not to be an imbongi [a praise singer]. My task today is to present on behalf of the NPC, represented by its members here, an honest, critical appraisal of what our key objectives are, and to list the key challenges in achieving these objectives. 
South Africa needs to recommit to the kind of country we want, a place where we can raise our children in comfort and security, with renewed and ongoing hope, and opportunity. The NPC has been tasked by the President with helping to develop such a vision for our country and a plan to deliver that vision. The document we are releasing today contains the elements of the vision statement that are drawn from the preamble of our Constitution and the Bill of Rights, which in turn are drawn from the tradition of the Freedom Charter.

This is not yet the vision statement from the NPC. These elements are the key pillars or parameters of what we think should be covered in the vision statement. In launching it today, we invite all South Africans to discuss, criticise, add to and remove from it, and to contribute to a process that will culminate in the Vision 2030 that we will publish in November this year.

Our vision statement contains 10 elements. Firstly, there is a democratic state, rooted in the values of our Constitution, working with all sectors of society to improve the quality of life; secondly, people are united in diversity, recognising the common interest that binds us as a nation, and we have achieved greater equality for women in all aspects of life; thirdly, high-quality education and health care, and adequate provision of housing, water, sanitation, energy and transport give impetus to human development; fourthly, a system of comprehensive social security covers all citizens in need; fifthly, our natural wealth is harnessed sustainably, in a way that protects our environment, using science and modern technology to ensure a growing economy that benefits all; sixthly, people who are able to work have access to jobs, workers’ rights are protected, and the workforce is skilled; seventhly, business is afforded an environment to invest and profit, while promoting the common interests of the nation, including decent work; eighthly, an efficient state protects citizens, provides quality services and infrastructure, and gives leadership to national development; ninthly, individuals and communities, at work and at play, embrace mutual respect and human solidarity; and tenthly, government, business and civil society work to build a better Africa and a better world.

These are the elements that we put before our nation and say, “Discuss them! Disagree with us! Amend them! But come back and talk about these issues.” That is because we in the NPC fervently believe that these 10 elements are amongst the planks of the kind of society that we want to construct in 2030. We present them to begin that process, so as to involve all citizens in this national dialogue.

Despite all our achievements, our conclusion as the National Planning Commission is that we have not made sufficient progress in ensuring that growth is inclusive, and that the benefits of growth are shared amongst all South Africans. Poverty and inequality remain stubbornly high. Eliminating poverty and reducing inequality are our key strategic objectives, objectives that are an obligation of our Constitution and, we believe, are shared by all South Africans.

Apartheid was designed to achieve social exclusion and marginalisation, and actually did so with stunning success. This has not been adequately reversed. Using R524 per person per month as a benchmark, the percentage of South Africans living in poverty has fallen from about 53% in 1995 to about 48% today. This suggests that we have made some progress, but clearly not sufficient progress, given the length of time since democracy and the pace of economic growth. Too many people live vulnerable and precarious lives in informal settlements without services, seldom in employment, burdened by diseases, and having accumulated too few skills or too little experience to transform their lives.

The level of inequality in our country is amongst the highest in the world. By most measures, this elevated level of inequality inherited in 1994 has not fallen sufficiently. In 1995, the richest 20% of the population earned 72% of national income and the poorest 40% received about 6% of income. Today that picture is almost identical, with the richest 20% receiving 70% of income and the poorest 40% a mere 6%.

There has been a change in the racial composition of the top 20%. In 1995, about half of the top 20% were black. Today it is about two thirds. This is a significant positive development, but it does little to change the pattern of poverty. The poorest South Africans are still black, mostly female, and live in the former homelands. What is deeply concerning is that the income received by 40% of the poorest has shifted from wage income and remittances to social grants. Social grants are a positive development, but mask deep marginalisation and exclusion from the labour market.

Our diagnosis identifies nine key challenges that we face in eliminating poverty and reducing inequality. We raise these issues so that we can come up with solutions to ensure even faster and more inclusive progress going forward.
Our challenges are as follows. Firstly, too few South Africans work; secondly, the quality of school education for most black people is substandard; thirdly, poorly located and inadequate infrastructure limits social inclusion and faster economic growth; fourthly, spatial challenges continue to marginalise the poor; fifthly, South Africa’s growth path is highly resource-intensive and hence unsustainable; sixthly, the ailing public health system confronts a massive disease burden; seventhly, the performance of the Public Service is highly uneven; eighthly, corruption undermines state legitimacy and service delivery; and ninthly, South Africa remains a divided society.

These challenges have been identified following an exhaustive process of research, consultation and engagement. If left unattended, they will delay the achievement of our objectives and could even reverse the progress that we have made since 1994. Progress and development are never a given; they must be worked for actively, consciously and continuously.

While all nine of these challenges are important, in the view of the Planning Commission two stand out as being our priorities. These are that too few South Africans work and the quality of education for the poor is substandard. They are the biggest factors in explaining the persistence of high levels of poverty and inequality. Tackling these two challenges should be our highest priority, and if we are to make progress in doing so, it will support our efforts in dealing with the other challenges.

For every 100 adults between the ages of 18 and 60, only 41 work. This ratio is extremely low by international standards. In most countries, in excess of two thirds of adults do some sort of work. The causes of the low level of employment are the product of centuries of social exclusion and decades of racism in education, in where people live, in what jobs people can do, in land ownership, in owning a business and in accumulating assets. The structure of our economy has built into it a bias against employment, and in particular a bias against the advancement of black and unskilled people in the economy. Despite progress since 1994, these biases are still present and still formidable.

Our country inherited a legacy of apartheid education that really stifles our human potential. Despite progress in increasing school enrolment and in achieving a greater degree of equity in the financing of school education, quality for the majority of learners remains poor. Of the 68% of learners who passed matric last year, only 15% received an aggregate mark of above 40%. I want to repeat that. Of the 68% of learners who passed matric last year, only 15% received an aggregate mark of above 40%. So, the question asked should be: What about the rest?

We also know that a significant proportion of young people drop out of school even before reaching matric. Poor performance is predominant in schools that are formerly African and Coloured. These statistics are derived from the Department of Basic Education’s own reports. Government is aware of these problems and has put in place several positive initiatives to address these challenges. The day before yesterday, President Zuma, Minister Motshekga and Minister Chabane were in the Eastern Cape dealing with precisely these kinds of issues. Nevertheless, the performance of township and rural schools remains a major blot on the copybook of the entire nation.
Contact time in township schools is almost three hours a day less than in former Model C schools, and absenteeism is high. Improving the quality of teaching and getting better school principals are our biggest challenges, apart from significant backlogs in school infrastructure, which must be attended to.

Allow me to briefly elaborate on the seven other challenges that we have identified. South Africa missed a generation of investment in our infrastructure. The infrastructure we have is often poorly located and designed for a set of economic activities and settlement patterns that have changed since the early 1990s.

While the increase in public spending on infrastructure since 2003 signals a positive shift towards renewing and modernising our infrastructure, this level of investment is still too low to meet the needs of our economy and people. It is of concern that we seem to have an inherent bias against maintaining our infrastructure, which will cost us very dearly in the future. We lack institutional mechanisms to co-ordinate, design, finance, operate and maintain our infrastructure networks.

The spatial effects of apartheid remain with the poorest, still living in remote rural areas far from economic activity today. Even in urban areas the poor live far from city centres. These settlement patterns have probably been made worse since 1994, with many new housing settlements on badly located land. They reinforce social exclusion, raise the cost of living and make it harder for the poor to break out of poverty. Our economic path, settlement patterns and infrastructure all combine to place our country on an unsustainable growth path from a resource utilisation perspective.

We are the 27th largest economy in the world, but produce more carbon dioxide emissions than all but 11 countries in the world. We are a water scarce country, but use our water inefficiently. We have to change these patterns of consumption and learn to use our natural resources more efficiently. We must do this with appropriate consideration for jobs, energy and food prices.

We confront a quadruple burden of HIV and Aids, and other communicable diseases such as tuberculosis; high rates of infant and maternal mortality; high levels of violence; road accident fatalities and injuries; and rising epidemics in noncommunicable diseases such as diabetes and heart diseases. At the same time, we know that our health system is ailing, both because of the disease burden and also because of policy errors that we have made since 1994. Addressing these challenges will require the following: more resources, but also a firm commitment to improving the quality of health care in public institutions; putting the concept of care back into health care; and dealing with longer-term causes of ill health such as our lifestyles, diets, the level of violence, and our bad driving.

For many South Africans, the quality of public services is poor. We confront deeply embedded weaknesses in the Public Service that relate to poor skills, weak management, inadequate oversight and accountability, complex policy and regulatory systems, and significant unevenness in fiscal and human capacity across the country. The National Planning Commission has raised this issue of the capability of the state as central to our diagnosis. Planning for a future that is better, without dealing with the weaknesses in the state, is to set ourselves up for failure.

Levels of corruption are high and negatively affect our ability to deliver services to the poorest South Africans. The reasons are complex but include weak systems, insufficient oversight and accountability, fragmented capacity to tackle corruption, and poor ethical standards, not just in the Public Service, but in society at large.

The last of our diagnostic observations is that, despite good progress in uniting our country, we remain a divided society. Despite improvements in deracialising the top end of the income spectrum, race is still a major dividing line. High levels of inequality fuel these divisions but, more importantly, the lack of progress in creating jobs and improving education limits opportunity and fuels the divisions.

Redress measures are correct, both politically and economically. In several areas we have not made sufficient progress in implementing these measures effectively. The commission is of the view that, while these redress measures are correct, they are more likely to be effective in a context of faster economic growth, rising educational standards and greater social mobility. In the absence of such a dynamic environment, corrective measures appear as win/lose measures, leading to social tension and strife. Social cohesion is a necessary element of a successful nation and is critical to achieving our objectives of reducing poverty and inequality.
As we tackle each of these nine challenges to achieve our objectives, we must do so being mindful of the environment within which we live and operate. Of course, our world is changing. The rise of China, India, Brazil and other emerging markets is reshaping the global economy in complex ways. Similarly, democratisation and economic growth on the African continent provide an exciting backdrop against which to consider our own development plans.
The world is confronting several broad developmental challenges, from climate change and the need to produce more food to water security. Technology has already changed our world and provides a basis to fast-track progress and to include more people in social and economic integration than ever before. Migration, demographic transitions and urbanisation are also likely to be influential in shaping our future. These driving forces of change provide for a country like South Africa both opportunities and risks. A collective understanding of these issues will help us navigate the next two decades.

These are formidable challenges and complex issues that we are raising. They are the product of extensive research and engagement with experts, nongovernmental organisations, NGOs, and civil society. We raise them knowing that we can and must change; we can and must confront these challenges and we shall defeat these obstacles. As a country, we have united to achieve many great things since 1990. We require that same spirit that gave rise to our miracle transition, culminating in our Constitution, to once again unite to achieve these objectives. Success requires the participation and leadership of all South Africans.

On behalf of all the members of the NPC, I would like to thank President Zuma for the boldness and faith that he has shown. We table today elements of a vision statement and an overview of the diagnosis. Five supporting reports will be released on our website today – on human conditions, material conditions, nation-building, the economy and institutions, and governance - and a host of background material that serves as evidence. By tomorrow we will certainly have 150 papers that the commission has worked with on the website. So, if there is any member of this House, any member of society, who suffers from insomnia, we have solved your problems! Work with us and find the solutions!
The diagnosis report is not a plan. It is a basis for collective agreement on the key challenges that confront us as a nation. It is the first step towards developing a plan that is acceptable, credible and implementable. Starting today, over the next three months the commission will actively engage with South Africans on the vision and diagnosis.

To listen to what South Africans think and feel about the future and their solutions to our challenges we will use the following across the country: meetings with communities, experts and stakeholders; email, voicemail, text messages, online jams and social networking; and good old-fashioned written letters. We will do so in all languages in South Africa. It is imperative that our people participate in these processes. [Applause.] Parliament has a clear role to play in facilitating a national dialogue on both the elements of the vision and the issues raised in the diagnostic.

Based on the public engagement and consultation, we will release the vision statement and development plan in November this year for consideration by the country and Cabinet. In 2012 and beyond the commission will produce a select number of detailed reports on key issues stemming from the development plan.
Achieving our objectives of eliminating poverty and reducing inequality will require the collective effort and self-belief of all South Africans. Drawing strength and courage from Mama [Mother] Albertina Sisulu, our struggle for a united, prosperous, nonracial, nonsexist and democratic South Africa lives on. Thank you very much for your patience on this. [Applause.]

Dr D T GEORGE: House Chairperson, the DA is committed to resolving the many issues that exist in South Africa today and that prevent us from moving forward as a prosperous nation, and that offers an opportunity to everyone to become everything that they are capable of being.

At the start of the process, when the National Planning Commission was established, we were sceptical about the real impact this would have on the lives of real people in our country, who suffer the burden of poverty and unemployment and the real prospect of life without hope and without the economic liberation that our people are hungry to achieve.

In his briefing the Minister provided a diagnostic report - it’s not a pretty picture. The Minister identified the need for a vision statement, which needs to be developed over time, and the need to address poverty and inequality. We agree. The 10 elements form the pillars on which our society is built, and we need to consider them closely.

The DA welcomes the candid outcome of this phase of the commission’s work. There is no doubt that a great deal of hard work and effort was required to sift through the information that the commission was required to digest. The outcome is not particularly surprising, but the process does force the key problem areas into the spotlight.

On the nine challenges that the Minister mentioned, we know that too few people are employed in our economy. Inherited structural defects and subsequent barriers to economic activity erected by the government restrain our capacity to grow and our ability to absorb more people into employment.

We know that the quality of our education is well below par, and that schools in affluent areas far outperform those in disadvantaged areas. The skills of educators, who must deliver the quality education we seek, are widely disparate and this is reflected in the school performance and subsequent success in the lives of our learners.
We know that our aging infrastructure is crumbling and slows down the pace of our economic activity.

We know that the apartheid era spatial divide has not been breached and that people who can least afford it must travel long distances to work, which is expensive.
We know that our resource-intensive economy subjects us to a wide fluctuation in our economic fortunes and that we must diversify it and develop a modern, greener economy that will take us into the future.

We know that our health care system is ailing and that it does not deliver value for money or deliver the basic foundations on which to build a healthy population.

We know that our Public Service is uneven and that the delivery is worse outside the urban area and worst in places that need it most.
We know that corruption undermines state legitimacy and that we already face the real consequences of declining confidence in our systems and institutions.
We know that South Africa remains a divided society, particularly by race, with the gap between the rich and the poor threatening to destabilise our nation.

We do not agree with the commission’s division of our people into the categories, African and non-African. We are all Africans and that cannot be overemphasised in a climate where the President of the ANC Youth League can drive racial divisions and not be called to order. The Minister mentioned nation-building - perhaps this is where we should start. We should start by telling Mr Malema that we are all Africans and belong in Africa, irrespective of what our race happens to be.

The Minister has suggested that our attention should be focused on the human conditions, material conditions, institutions, our economy and nation-building. These cut across the silos of government departments and won’t be easily breached.
The fundamental question that comes to mind is how the work of the commission on the economy will interface with the New Growth Path, and how the work of the commission will be implemented. The burning question must be whether the New Growth Path has not eclipsed the National Planning Commission.

We agree that the idea of stimulating debate is good and that this will prominently focus our attention on the key issues, so that the possibility exists for creative solutions to emerge.

The DA will respond to the challenge. We already have policies that we believe can make a substantial impact on eliminating poverty and reducing inequality. We also recognise the need for redress and reconciliation, and will take this opportunity to put forward our proposals that will build a road out of poverty through the barriers to economic growth and development, which constrain the lives and dreams of our people.

The Minister put forth possible future scenarios. If we continue our economic growth without social equality and equity, we are heading for disaster. The DA agrees. If we focus only on social equity and adopt the unworkable populist economics of nationalisation and expropriation without compensation, as spat out by Mr Malema, we are heading for disaster. We need to grow our economy and broaden social equity at the same time, and therefore our policy instruments must be designed to achieve this objective.

The DA believes that this is possible, and we look forward to the next phase of the commission’s work. It will not be easy for the envisaged public engagement process to find a coherent message. Therefore, we encourage full participation by everyone who is interested in making South Africa a better place for all of our people. Thank you, Chairperson. [Applause.]

Mr N J J KOORNHOF: Chairperson, Cope welcomes this visionary development document towards a better future South Africa in 2030. It is always exciting and challenging to try to look into the crystal ball of the future, and it is good to plan ahead, as it gives hope to the younger generations and purpose to those who are doing it.

We are living in difficult times after the great recession, where national interests have been put above international preferred agreements, and Tim Cohen of Business Day reminded us earlier this week about our dilemma. I quote:
... can democracy work as well during times of economic decline as it does during growth?
The answer lies in whether voters, trade unions and business are sensible, broadminded and foresighted enough to accept that sometimes governments must provide fewer services, pay lower wages and ask higher taxes to balance the national accounts, to make sure that they do not destroy the economic outlook for a country.

Therefore, the important role of engaging all South Africans in the next three months, and a successful buying in of all stakeholders to embrace this vision and this plan, and our ability to agree on issues of national interest and stick to them, will make or break this initiative.

Let’s use this opportunity to agree on a more dynamic economy, willing to change and to adapt. Let’s agree to allow part of the economy that is not competitive to cease to exist to create space for something new. Then, according to Jac Laubscher, viable growth will appear.

In 2008 Kenya embarked on the development of their Vision 2030, with the objective of turning Kenya into a “middle-income country providing a high quality of life to all its citizens”. There were mixed reactions three years later. The International Monetary Fund, IMF, recently commented on Kenya’s Vision 2030 and noted a number of concerns which can materially affect the realisation of their vision. A change of government, post-election violence and no proper binding in by stakeholders have derailed the process. In 2010, the Kenyan government acknowledged that the road towards Vision 2030 is bumpy – the great recession has spoken. Let us learn the lessons from Kenya timeously.

South Africa is the land of miracles; we do have the people and skills to make this work. However, we must accept that for us to be successful will require determination, a cohesive political climate and consensus on all issues of national interest. The quality of our political leadership will play a vital role in guaranteeing the success and outcomes of this process. Let us embrace this good news project, work together, discuss things with open minds, reconcile and put our country first. I thank you. [Applause.]

Mr M G ORIANI-AMBROSINI: Mr Chairman, the National Planning Commission was established two years ago to provide a national vision for the future of the country. Two years later we receive a proposal on how to conduct a diagnosis of our problems. I listened very carefully to the Minister and there is nothing in his “state of the nation address” that I can disagree with - the observations, the descriptions, the benign platitudes and the obvious identification of problems and challenges are common cause.

I promise that I will carefully read whatever is posted on the Internet to see whether there is a greater measure of substance. The crisp issue is this. Minister, I promise that we will take on your challenge, an invitation to make concrete proposals. We have made concrete proposals in all departments and hopefully they will receive a greater audience in your commission than they have in respect of other departments and policy centres. We would really like it if you could go to the extent of organising a meeting for us to make those submissions to the entire commission.

The difficulty that we see, though, is how your commission fits into this process. The vision is overdue. The implementing actions are long overdue. What is required is a change of attitude. The proposals exist and they will be put forward. They are painful. Who is to impose the pain? Pain today is gain tomorrow. It is the path of each and every society which has sought to develop a better future.

Through you, Mr Chairperson, to the hon Minister: Is your commission endowed with the political power to bring together and implement a vision? Are we not trying to lead from a centre supplementing the lack of leadership which exists elsewhere? Are we not trying to address a problem which is much bigger?
We know what our problems are. We have no long-term vision for the industrial development of the country, beyond the current flood of subsidies and the extensions of the welfare state to our industry. I refer both to state subsidies and our private subsidies which consumers are forced to contribute because of cartels, corruption, high import tariffs, regulatory constraints, preferential procurement, etc. What happens when the subsidies stop? Or are they meant to go on forever and ever? I raise this issue because this is an issue that we have been discussing in the Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry, where the discussion gets stopped. We are subsidising what we have and we cannot move forward.

It is the same thing with education. Education is not a challenge; it is a disaster. It is a problem. Now, who is going to have the political guts to restructure the entire process, recognise the mistakes which were made in 1994, and scrap the outcomes-based education? Will your commission do that? There is no greater investment in national assets than in education, and if we lack that investment, everything else falls - that is the flaw. We have no longer ...

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr M B Skosana): Order! Hon member, your time has expired.

Mr M G ORIANI-AMBROSINI: Mr Chairman, you seem to be at odds with the clock. Oh, my humble apologies - I misread it. [Laughter.] [Applause.]
Mr L W GREYLING: Chairperson and hon Minister, this document was a long time in coming, but I think it was well worth the wait. It certainly paints a very honest assessment of the challenges that we are going to have to face up to as a nation over the next 20 years.

The challenges it identifies are not a huge surprise though, and I think most South Africans would concur with its assessment. Even though it is not a huge surprise, it is nevertheless sobering, and it does force us as a nation to focus our attention on how we can concretely overcome some enormous constraints in our quest to become the country we all are aspiring to have.

Identifying the problems though is, with respect, Minister, the easy bit. The real difficulty will lie in developing a plan to overcome them, and having the political will to implement it. Rising to these nine challenges will require more than just policy changes. It will require a fundamental rethink of our approach to governance. As Einstein said:

Problems cannot be solved by the same level of thinking that created them.
In essence we will need a revision of our society, one in which every South African can become part of generating and implementing the solutions, in a spirit of common purpose. My reading of the development literature has revealed that a common factor of countries which have been able to lift themselves out of poverty over the past 50 years has been that of high levels of social cohesion.

Given our divided history and the persistent levels of inequality, it is going to be difficult to build this social cohesion, but I hope that the public participation process you will now run will go some way in forging the social compact that we so desperately need if we are going to succeed in this task. I thank you. [Applause.]

Mr N M KGANYAGO: Chairperson and hon members, there is an old saying that if you fail to plan, you plan to fail. For many years our country has moved from one administrative bungle to another due to the government’s poor planning. Where there was a semblance of departmental planning, government often worked in silos, without proper co-ordination between its various spheres and departments. We hope that the strategic roadmap for South Africa presented to us here today by the National Planning Commission Minister marks the end to poor departmental planning.
The UDM believes that this strategic plan provides enough detail on how we intend to commit present resources to long-term infrastructure development, such as South Africa’s energy infrastructure needs, that is, the building of Eskom power stations. Furthermore, the National Planning Commission needs to take a long-term view of the effect of the capacity of our ports on economic growth.

We therefore support the broad strategic framework the commission has developed regarding the best way to allocate South Africa’s scarce resources in pursuit of a common vision for our future. I thank you.

Rev K R J MESHOE: Chairperson, the meeting with Minister Trevor Manuel last night was very informative, and I want to thank him for the opportunity.
The National Planning Commission has produced an excellent diagnostic report that has identified key challenges we need to overcome as a nation. Among the challenges the commission has identified is the fact that South Africa remains a divided society. The commission has pointed to what I believe is part of the solution by saying:

Tackling these challenges will require the involvement of all South Africans and co-ordination and co-operation across society and government.

While the racial classification and profiling in the document are helpful in assessing the challenges and gains of different race groups, I can foresee that the definition of the word African is going to raise further challenges. We have to build a national consensus on who is an African before we can succeed in being a people united in diversity. If white people born in Africa are not Africans, then who are they? What about coloureds? Are they Africans or not? The ACDP believes that an African is anybody who is born in Africa, be they black, white, coloured or Indian.

Chairperson, I believe the commission should do more research on the question of who an African is in order to encourage all race groups to come on board. To narrow the divide between South Africans, it will take a collective effort from all race groups in our country, black, white, coloured and Indian, who love Africa because they are all classified as Africans. So, Chairperson, I believe if this question of who is an African can be solved, many people will come on board, but at this stage they are not seeing themselves as Africans. Thank you. [Applause.]

Mr J D THIBEDI: Hon Chairperson, hon members and the Minister in the Presidency, hon Trevor Manuel, the tabling of the diagnostic overview must be welcomed, as it seeks to address the main challenges confronting our democratic Republic, those which we at this point in time are debating in our respective Budget Votes. Critically it examines the vexed question of the underlying causes of the main and contradictory challenges facing the nation.

Its approach is typically and correctly a research methodological approach, scientifically extrapolating the base of the contradictions and not the superstructure. It emphasises causes and effects in its approach, and such an overview would of necessity have multiple dimensions. It deals with the essence of the contradiction and not the form. Therefore, its approach is dialectical.

Certainly, research institutions, both nationally and internationally, will study this with keen interest, for its approach is equally applicable in many countries on our continent. Importantly, it states, and I quote:

If South Africa is able to reach broad consensus on its principal national challenges, it will stand a better chance of coming up with sensible and achievable solutions.

This House would do well to understand the statement, for it is equally applicable here in the House.
The focus of the diagnostic overview locks onto the economy, human conditions, material conditions, nation-building and institutions of governance. The depth of the commission’s work is impressive and, equally, the approach suggests that the commission has taken a grounded research methodological approach in producing its findings.

This is the only manner by which we can objectively address the challenges we face. Certainly, the scope of stakeholder inputs alone suggests a very inclusive approach has been adopted, drawing up experiential learning and academic reports.

I quote from the foreword of the report:

Given its advisory role, the commission needs to convince the country and Cabinet of its arguments through evidence, well-considered proposals, and ideas that are tested with the public and experts. The mandate of the commission allows it to be objective and, where necessary, critical. These criticisms are made with an understanding of our historical context and an acknowledgement of our achievements so far; driven by a commitment to do better, to fix what is wrong and to deliver a better life for all.

Let me say a few words about strategic planning management, a subject that is very relevant in the context of the Presidency. Strategic planning management and leadership are concerned with the overall effectiveness and choice of direction of the state within a dynamic, complex and ambiguous environment. Capabilities that have to be further developed and strengthened include, among others, strategic thinking, emotional intelligence and transformational leadership.

Strategic planning management is primarily concerned with strategic planning, which means developing strategies to balance the resources, capabilities, values and objectives of the government with its external environment.
For that matter, strategic leadership at the level of the Presidency means leading the entire government, and more broadly, the state, something which requires an understanding of the entire government and state, domestic and global environment within which the Presidency has to operate. This understanding will assist in creating strategic change and positioning the developmental state and democratic government within the domestic and global environment with a view to ensuring both the short-term stability and the long-term viability.

While the strategic planning management and leadership relate to management of the strategic decision-making process, the success of the government will be determined on the basis of the effectiveness and efficiency of its strategic managers. For this reason, the Presidency has to develop a strategic management capacity that will ensure that the whole bureaucracy functions properly.

Without doubt the strategic capacity and capability of the government requires a strong capacity for formulating and co-ordinating policy in the strategic centre of the government, that being the Presidency. In fact, the strengthening of strategic management at the centre should be understood within the context of developing the strategic capacity of the government, which all levels of the government require to intervene in all issues, especially service delivery. Because service delivery primarily occurs at the level of provincial and local government, it becomes critically important for the centre to ensure that strong strategic capacity is also developed at these levels of the government.

The strategic planning management of the government must be understood within the context of transforming the state and developing institutional capacity for a developmental state. A strong centre remains an important characteristic of the developmental state, something it requires to produce decisions that are well informed, with the costs and benefits of alternative policy options identified, and responses to problems co-ordinated.

Let me return to the diagnostic overview. The outputs of the workshops and some of the papers produced have been put on the National Planning Commission website for comment, further strengthening the overview, to which the Minister has already alluded. The root causes of challenges are central to analysis, which in itself throws up the additional linkages connecting them and their being critical factors that need to be studied.

For the ANC, what is critical is to establish whether the findings in the diagnostic overview support its policy thrust in addressing the challenges we have in building a national democratic society. The diagnostic overview supports the ANC’s long held and articulated view - even if some amongst us may want to continuously contest it - that since 1994 we have made substantive and deep-seated progress towards a more just and inclusive society.
Amongst the ANC’s five priorities the overview reflects substantive progress, as well as access to basic services. This confirms our view that we have been able to change the lives of the nation to a qualitatively better position, although with much more still needing to be done. In fact, the report reflects remarkable progress in health, education, access to water and formal housing, and the development of a more representative nation. In this respect, progress in addressing the national question has taken a huge, qualitative leap forward.

Again, the diagnostic overview supports the correctness of the 2011 programme of the ANC of economic transformation as our national project and nation-building programme. The key to this is the creation of decent work and overall vastly improving employment levels. Our deep concern about the economic situation of the masses of our people is reflected in this sentence in the overview: “Economic performance has been mixed”.

Eliminating poverty and reducing inequality are key objectives of both the ANC and the government. Again, the overview speaks of the deep-seated economic struggles of the majority of our people and the need to create jobs for more people and to improve the quality of education, especially for poor black children.

Particular areas bring new information, one of which is new evidence on whether we experienced jobless growth in the mid 1990s and, secondly, the description of the nature of the problems around education.

Certainly, in the ANC’s strategy and tactics adopted at the 52nd national conference in 2007, it identified key characteristics that underpinned a developmental state. One of these was state organisational capacity in ensuring that its structures and systems facilitated the realisation of a set agenda.

Issues of macro-organisation of the state, which include permutations among policy and implementation organs with each sphere, allocation of responsibilities across the spheres, effective intergovernmental relations and the stability of the management systems, are all matters that the ANC government is currently seized with. This is emphasised in the Diagnostic Overview. With our responsibility for oversight as parliamentarians, this becomes critical in the period that lies ahead of us.

In addition, the diagnostic overview is also concerned with other defined attributes of the developmental state in technical capacity and ability to translate broad objectives into programmes and projects to ensure their implementation. Amongst other things, this depends on the proper training, orientation and leadership of the Public Service, and on acquiring and retaining skilled personnel.

There is much similarity between our thinking as the ANC and that of the diagnostic overview. As the ANC, we welcome this absolutely critical and strategic intervention examining the underlying causes of our objective conditions and presenting researched evidence regarding how we should tackle these going forward. The ANC do not celebrate the challenges identified by the commission; we take them seriously. They represent what we as the ANC spoke about many years ago, when we indicated that the challenges facing our country were deep-rooted.

We would like to make a firm commitment to the commission, the Cabinet and the entire country that we will always march ahead with our people to address the challenges, because we know their origins. We hope that all of us in this House will commit ourselves to working hand in hand with the commission regarding what it continues to recommend in order to be able to respond to these challenges, because that will be in our best interests, as well as those of generations to come. I thank you. [Applause.]

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Mr Chairman, I rise on a point of order. I question whether it is indeed worth making statements to the House. The purpose of statements to the House is for members to rise on current issues, ventilate them and get a response from the executive. As I look around the horseshoe, I find exactly two Ministers, two members of the executive, here. What is the point of members’ statements when the members of the executive treat this House with contempt? The benches are empty. What is the point of making statements to the House? I ask you to rule on that, Mr Chairman.

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr M B Skosana): I will gladly do that, hon member. Hon members, there is nothing in the Rules which suggests that members’ statements may not proceed if the attendance of members of the executive is poor.

I do note the concern though, and I might add that the Speaker has previously raised this matter with the Leader of Government Business. The consequence of the absence of members of the executive unfortunately means that the executive is unable to present its side on the issues raised by members, thereby depriving members of essential information they need in order to exercise effective oversight. I will raise the matter with the Speaker, hon members.
You were correct, hon Davidson, but we will proceed because there are no Rules preventing us from proceeding. We now come to members’ statements.

Debate concluded.

EXCELLENT LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION RESULTS FOR ANC
(Member’s Statement)

Ms D G NHLENGETHWA (ANC): Chairperson, the ANC is extremely pleased with the fact that the local government elections ended on a high note, with the ANC remaining the leading political party in South Africa. The ANC managed to get a convincing mandate of 63,65% of all the votes cast. The ANC performed well, despite pronounced pessimism from all media and commentators. With these results, the ANC has the outright control of 198 councils, which translates into 71% of all councils in South Africa. [Applause.] We are also proud that we have 5 633 councillors in all the councils, which translates into the ANC’s having a presence in each and every council in the country.

We want to reassure our communities that their trust in the ANC is not being taken for granted. Whilst we have achieved a lot in past years in terms of service delivery at local government level, this time around we intend to work harder and smarter to improve the material conditions of our people for the better.
We would like to take this opportunity to salute our volunteers for their consistent and selfless effort to rally our people and manage our campaign on the ground; without them we would not have registered a resounding success.
Together we can build better communities. I thank you.

EXTENSION OF TERM OF OFFICE OF CHIEF JUSTICE OF CONSTITUTIONAL COURT
(Member’s Statement)

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION(DA): Mr Chairman, The DA notes with concern the announcement by President Zuma, at a meeting with opposition parties last week, of his decision to extend the term of office of the Chief Justice of the Constitutional Court, Sandile Ngcobo. The President saw fit to advise opposition parties of this decision as a fait accompli.
The DA does not call into question the qualities of the Chief Justice, nor indeed the extension of the term of office of the Chief Justice in appropriate circumstances. However, the extension of Chief Justice Ngcobo’s term – a decision that President Zuma made prematurely, given that Judge Ngcobo’s term expires only in August 2011 – was performed in the absence of any public consultation, which is required whether by way of a debate in Parliament prior to the introduction of a specific Act in this regard or via the Judicial Services Commission. This cannot be condoned.

The DA notes that various legal watch groups have announced their intention to challenge the process for these reasons. The DA will seek to ensure that the outcome of such challenges gives greater clarity regarding the extent of the President’s power in this regard, as well as the role of public consultation in that process. I thank you.

SAFETY AND SECURITY IN PUBLIC HEALTH FACILITIES

(Member’s Statement)

Mr D A KGANARE (Cope): Chairperson, Cope is extremely concerned about safety and security in South Africa’s public health facilities. This week it was reported that a doctor in Mpumalanga was stabbed by a patient whilst he was on duty. Violence and injury are a pandemic - this is a concern that affects all South Africans. The fact that a person has again been stabbed and killed in a public health facility is tragic. Cope raised this specific concern during the Health budget debate, but the ANC told us that we were raising provincial issues.

Health personnel and patients at public hospitals across the country are subjected to armed robberies, murder and rape. At the Dr J S Moroka Hospital in Thaba Nchu the security is more of a gatekeeper than security. Cope believes that hired security companies are responsible for security in public hospitals; they have a duty to provide quality service. Also, the hospitals’ CEOs must be held responsible and be accountable for the security at their own institutions, not the MECs or the Minister.

To the ANC, the issue of security in hospitals is merely a political gimmick, but to Cope and all other South Africans it is a matter of life and death. Accountability must be ensured, especially when it comes to the safety of our citizens.
Our sincerest condolences go to the Mkhize family who are the latest victims of these tragedies in our public health system. To the ANC, this is a bit of a joke ... [Time expired.]

DA ALL-MALE CABINET
(Member’s Statement)
Mrs X C MAKASI (ANC): Chairperson, the DA leader, Helen Zille, appointed an all-male cabinet in the Western Cape. She was then the only woman in her 11-member team, with 6 white males in the cabinet. When she reshuffled her cabinet to replace De Lille, she again opted for a male cabinet, going against the promises she made after appointing an all-male cabinet in 2009.

Zille has again proved that she has no confidence in any woman in her cabinet. Women are only deemed fit to be placed on posters when they are campaigning. Despite the claim of being true to the policy of the best person for the job, in reality their practice demonstrates a commitment to receiving the best man for the job. This again proves the level of hypocrisy that the DA and its leader subscribe to.

There is no doubt that the DA is not only incapable of embracing the transformation agenda, but very interested in remaining loyal only to the role as the protector of the elite.

The ANC calls upon Premier Helen Zille to do the right thing. Reshuffle the male cabinet! Thank you. [Time expired.] [Applause.]

CORRUPTION OF DEBT COUNSELLORS
(Member’s Statement)

Ms H N MAKHUBA (IFP): Hon Chairperson, allegations have recently emerged regarding the practices of some very unscrupulous debt counsellors and payment distribution agencies, who have allegedly been skimming millions of rands per month from people under the debt review process in terms of our National Credit Act.

It is alleged that these debt counsellors are receiving monthly payments from debtors but, instead of immediately disbursing the same to creditors, are rather holding on to the funds for a period of up to two weeks, in their own interest-bearing accounts. Interest on monies paid in good faith by debtors is said to be nationally in the region of R6,5 million per month.

These actions border on criminal conduct and we are very pleased to hear that the Minister of Trade and Industry is considering appointing a commission to investigate them. We urge the Minister to take this course of action. Thank you.

CONCERNS ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA’S ELECTRICITY NETWORK
(Member’s Statement)

Mr L W GREYLING (ID): Chairperson, South Africa’s electricity network is going to come under increasing strain over the next few years, as electricity demand is increasing and very little new generation is being brought on line in the short term.

The permanent removal of 600 megawatts from the grid, due to incompetence at the Duvha Power Station earlier this year, has also added immense pressure to the grid.

It is therefore imperative that the government’s solar water heater programme is speeded up, as this offers one of the quickest solutions to reducing electricity demand in South Africa. It is unclear, however, how the government intends to reach its target of one million solar water heaters by 2014.
Currently, this programme is being driven only by the Eskom rebate system, which has so far seen only 100 000 solar water heaters installed since its inception two years ago. Eskom has now also announced that it will be reducing the rebate, as it is running out of funds. It is clear that the budget that has been given to this programme falls way short of that required to fund one million solar water heaters.

Government therefore needs to announce a comprehensive programme, with adequate funding and a proper plan, which can reach its targets in its specified time frame. The market needs certainty, and the South African electricity grid desperately needs the reduction in electricity demand that it can bring. Thank you.

NEW GALESHEWE MAGISTRATE’S COURT 
(Member’s Statement)
Mr J B SIBANYONI (ANC): Sihlalo, umbiko engiwuphetheko ufundeka bunjesi: [Chairperson, the report-back that I have reads as follows:]
The new Court for Galeshewe residents. Many South Africans, particularly the poor, interact with the judiciary system at local courts; hence, the ANC is of the view that more resources should be allocated to lower courts to improve their capacity and accessibility. 
Therefore, we welcome the opening of the R58 million Galeshewe Magistrate’s Court by the Justice Minister, Jeff Radebe.
This initiative gives the residents of Galeshewe, near Kimberley, access to judiciary services on their doorstep. The court was built in 2009 and began operating in 2010. Since opening, the court has dealt with 647 maintenance cases and 1 949 domestic violence cases. On average 1 800 beneficiaries receive maintenance at this court every month.

Through the court, more than 100 residents of Galeshewe are being offered services such as applications for divorce, protection orders, maintenance, estates, and payments of traffic fines. In addition, the court deals with regional criminal matters, as well as equality and small claims court cases.

The court will also address the problem of case backlogs. The additional court rooms will result in more cases being speedily and efficiently dealt with and finalised.

The ANC believes that these initiatives, although not in the first instance, will strengthen our justice system and provide effective and efficient services to our people. Ngiyathokoza. [Thank you.] [Time expired.] [Applause.]

INTERNET A FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHT

(Member’s Statement)

Mrs N W A MICHAEL (DA): The Internet is a fundamental human right. This statement was made by the United Nations in a report it released last Friday. It resonates all the more in the wake of the uprisings and protests in the Middle East and North Africa where social media such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube have played a significant role in helping protesters to organise. The United Nations, on the promotion and protection of rights to freedom of opinion and expression, went to say:
The Special Rapporteur underscores the unique and transformative nature of the Internet not only to enable individuals to exercise their right to freedom of opinion and expression, but also a range of other human rights, and to promote the progress of society as a whole.
Some countries, including France, Estonia and Costa Rica, have passed laws declaring the Internet a fundamental human right.

Now, more than ever, access to the Internet is of fundamental importance to all South Africans. The DA believes that it will create economic growth, assist and improve education, dramatically improve service by government, and promote international investment. As a country we must pay special attention to ensuring universal access to the Internet, as well as ensuring that Internet costs are kept down and competitive by ensuring the liberalisation of our communication sector. Thank you.
NEW ACCREDITED HEALTH FACILITIES IN NORTH WEST

(Member’s Statement)

Ms M J SEGALE-DISWAI (ANC): The ANC welcomes the initiative of the North West government of making available and giving access to 51 new accredited health facilities to offer antiretrovirals as part of measures for preventing and treating HIV. This number is in addition to 29 existing sites. The province has also increased the number of people on ARVs.
As a result 29 community-based organisations and 90 clinics have been accredited as part of the down referral programme. Accredited sites refer stable patients to community-based organisations and clinics where quality comprehensive HIV care, management and treatment can be continued, thereby ensuring the monitoring of drug adherence and the tracing of patients who have defaulted on treatment. The strategy is consistent with the World Health Organisation recommendation that health care services urgently shift from acute hospital-based care to community-based patient centre chronic care.

More than one million people have been tested for HIV in North West as part of government’s drive to combat the pandemic. The ANC has made substantial progress in combating HIV and Aids, given our renewed focus on the campaign. We continue to urge people to get tested and know their HIV status, thereby empowering themselves and government to offer a targeted response to this disease. Thank you. [Applause.]

EXTENSION OF TERM OF OFFICE OF CHIEF JUSTICE OF CONSTITUTIONAL COURT

(Member’s Statement)

Mr M G ORIANI-AMBROSINI (IFP): Mr Chairman, the IFP too wishes publicly to express its concern regarding the way the term of office of the Chief Justice has been extended. We too have serious qualms about the decision on its merits. We have the greatest appreciation for the Chief Justice and the role that he is playing and that we expect him to play in the future, but there has been a constitutional breach or there has been a constitutional blunder.

We need to have the courage to do the right thing, because what is happening and the litigation which is being launched today will undermine the credibility of our institution and will taint a man who does not deserve to be tainted by the mistakes made by our President. We must pass a Bill in the Justice committee - it can be done in a matter of days - to extend the term of office in the way the Constitution prescribes it to be, which is by means of an Act of Parliament and not by the President; it is under an Act of Parliament or in terms of an Act of Parliament.

Perhaps the Minister in the Presidency can convey that to the President himself. There is a quick solution. It is the proper thing to do and we can respect the formality of the Constitution without bypassing it merely because we are all in agreement that the outcome is what we wish it to be.

The next time around that might not be the case bypassing the constitutional protection of an Act of Parliament. Extending the term of office of a constitutional Justice is extremely dangerous. The Constitution of this country or the Constitution of any other country states a limit which should not be extended at the discretion of the President. Thank you. [Time expired.]

MUD SCHOOLS IN MPUMALANGA

(Member’s Statement)

Mr J J SKOSANA (ANC): Hon Chairperson, Mpumalanga has promised to get rid of mud schools. Government has committed itself to improving infrastructure, including attending to more than 3 000 schools that need to be brought up to basic safety functionality levels by 2014. The ANC welcomes the Mpumalanga Education department’s R620 million budget commitment to get rid of mud schools in the province, build extra classes, provide a school for pupils with special needs, and refurbish dilapidated buildings.

The department spokesperson, Jasper Zwane, said R379 million would be used to accelerate school infrastructure development and to eradicate mud and unsafe structures at schools. The ANC believes the programme of building new schools to replace mud schools must continue and must form part of the infrastructure and the Expanded Public Works Programme, and should be emulated by other provinces. I thank you.

STRATEGY TO TACKLE MUNICIPAL SERVICE DELIVERY FAILURE

(Member’s Statement)

Mr G P D MACKENZIE (Cope): Mr Chairperson, Minister Collins Chabane stated in Parliament that at the end of July 2011 he would present the Cabinet with the strategy to tackle municipal service delivery failures. Cope is pleased to note that after two years the Department of Performance Monitoring and Evaluation in the Presidency is finally trying to fulfil its monitoring and evaluation mandate.

Mr Chairperson, this Ministry, formed in 2010 to improve national, provincial and local government outcomes, seems to have missed the mark time and time again. In 2010 the Minister blamed the delay on Ministers who did not sign their performance agreements and also on the fact that his department was new. This happens to be one of the core functions of this department, to assist the President in putting in place performance agreements. The purpose of this department is to strictly enforce rules and regulations and to correct things that are wrong. Mr Chairman, this must start within the department itself. [Applause.]

REGRESSIVE TAX OF TOLL ROADS TO HIT POOR DISPROPORTIONATELY

(Member’s Statement)

Mr M S F DE FREITAS (DA): Mr Chair, the South African National Roads Agency Limited, Sanral, and Transport Minister, S’bu Ndebele, have made announcements regarding the implementation of the tolling of various roads countrywide without proper public participation. These toll costs will act as a regressive tax that will hit the poor disproportionately. It is therefore necessary for all communities to be properly consulted about the effects of these toll roads.

The DA has for many years requested the Department of Transport to increase the grant funds for Sanral so that they can avoid having to take this kind of action. Borrowed money needs to be paid back, and the lack of grant funding over the past 10 years has seen an unavoidable increase in the number of toll roads in our country. This represents a form of excessive taxation, as the fuel levy, vehicle licensing and emission taxes, value-added tax, VAT, toll costs and banking charges involved in the e-tagging system all tax the transport system and its users.
The DA proposes that the following be considered: renegotiating the term of loans, reducing the monthly repayments, considering VAT exemption on all toll fees, investigating the phasing in of revenue from fuel levies accruing to the provinces to offset the current loans, exempting all public transporters using toll roads from toll fees, and sourcing capital from current budgets in the Department of Transport and the provinces’ unspent capital budgets to redeem the loans.

These interventions and others that are produced during a proper public participation process should be considered as an alternative to increasing the economic burden that toll roads will impose on ordinary South Africans. Thank you, Chair.

HAMMANSKRAAL PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED
(Member’s Statement)

Mr G J SELAU (ANC): The ANC welcomes the projects that are currently being implemented in the Hammanskraal area. These include, amongst others, the construction of the Apies River Bridge, using the expertise of SA National Defence Force members, at a total cost of R1,8 million. The bridge is set to connect the Temba community to other parts of the area in order to allow access to essential services and to assist 3 000 community members who cross the Apies River on a daily basis.

We further welcome the R3,2 million Hammanskraal pothole project in Nyathela Street in Temba, which employs about 34 labourers from the local community. Many of the participants in the programme are unemployed youth, with no work experience, who are set to gain invaluable experience as per the Expanded Public Works Programme, EPWP, mandate of alleviating poverty through the provision of work opportunities to the unemployed.

These kinds of projects signify the ANC’s commitment to addressing the problem of unemployment through practical measures, as well as its resolve to explore public sector employment in the areas of health, education, policing, social services and public works programmes to improve service delivery and the quality of life. Thank you. [Time expired.] [Applause.]

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Mr M B Skosana): Hon members, since the UCDP did not use their opportunity, the first opportunity goes to the ANC. If they don’t use it, it goes to the DA. If they don’t use it, it goes to Cope. The ANC? DA?

SECURITY AT NUCLEAR INSTALLATION AT PELINDABA

(Member’s Statement)

Mr P VAN DALEN (DA): Mr Chairperson, the DA has written to the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Mr Yukiya Amano, calling on his organisation to intervene in the ongoing problems surrounding South Africa’s nuclear installation at Pelindaba. This facility currently stores the remnants of South Africa’s highly enriched weapons grade uranium and is therefore of enormous strategic importance to our national security framework. Security at the facility simply must be impenetrable.

The DA is deeply concerned about security breaches that have taken place at this installation in the past, and the ongoing risk of similar incidents occurring again. Of concern is the security breach that occurred during 2007 when several armed men managed to breach the facility security, an incident in which several people were wounded. To date no one has been arrested for this incident, nor has their true intention been established.

Secondly, of concern is the arrest of seven men in Pretoria in 2010. These men were arrested at a service station, trying to sell radio-active nuclear material. The original source of the material from which this sample was taken has not been discovered yet.

After numerous unsuccessful attempts to engage with the department and the SA Nuclear Energy Corporation, Necsa, on these issues, I can only assume that the department or Necsa does not take this issue seriously enough, or that there is a concerted effort to keep these facts out of the public domain. Either way, I am forced to appeal to the International Atomic Energy Agency, IAEA, for assistance on these issues and in accordance with South African participation in international nuclear nonproliferation agreements. Thank you, Mr Chairman. [Time expired.] [Applause.]

NEW GALESHEWE MAGISTRATE’S COURT

NEW ACCREDITED HEALTH FACILITIES IN NORTH WEST
MUD SCHOOLS IN MPUMALANGA
HAMMANSKRAAL PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED
(Minister’s Response)

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES: Thank you very much, Chairperson. As part of appreciating members’ statements, let me say the following to remind members that some of the priorities of this government are job creation, education, health, combating crime and rural development.

It is in this context that we appreciate the acknowledgement of the Galeshewe Magistrate’s Court, built in Kimberley, which was given by the member. This is part of government’s responsibility in rolling out judicial services and we are determined to continue in that vein.

Secondly, the accredited HIV and Aids centre in North West, which the hon member raised, is also part of the programme of rolling out services that the ANC government is committed to.
Last but one, on the issue of mud schools, particularly in Mpumalanga and the Eastern Cape, you will recall that this government actually prioritised some of these to ensure that our kids go to better schools rather than mud schools. The programmes are continuing.

Lastly, on job creation, the Minister of Transport has announced that we are going to enter upon a huge programme of fixing potholes. This is part, Abuti Gaolaolwe, of what you said about Hammanskraal, including the bridges that are built there. We are on track and we are trying to continue with this. Thank you very much. [Applause.]

SECURITY AT NUCLEAR INSTALLATION AT PELINDABA
CONCERNS ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA’S ELECTRICITY NETWORK
INTERNET A FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHT

(Minister’s Response)

The MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: Chairperson let me respond to some of the statements. The last hon member, who raised the issue of Pelindaba, raised it before as well. Clearly, he is wound up about this issue.

I’m not quite sure it is an IAEA matter, and I’m not quite sure what his intention is, other than to stand up in the House and say, “I’m an unpatriotic South African” and that is all. I think we must treat it with the contempt it deserves. The issue must be resolved - it’s an old matter - but to try to turn it into an international matter actually doesn’t belong in a democracy. It is shameful conduct on the part of that member.

In respect of the issues raised by hon Greyling, specifically on solar water heaters, I want so say that the programme is actually steaming ahead in many parts of the country. The only issue now is that it’s actually exceeding capacity. The big issue, according to the Minister of Economic Development, is that the capacity to manufacture the heaters needs to be expanded as a matter of extreme urgency. The issues arising from Duvha and so on are well considered.

As far as the issue of the Internet is concerned, I don’t quite know. It would be good if the world were at the point where the Internet were a basic human right. I don’t think we are there yet. It’s important not to overreach ourselves. I think that the big challenge in South Africa is to provide access and have more bandwidth at a lower cost, and that is a big, big challenge. It is being improved with the more recent undersea cables, both in the Atlantic Ocean and in the Indian Ocean, and in the fullness of time we will have to do it. I think we will also be compelled to have higher bandwidth available to ensure that we can deliver on our commitment to the Square Kilometre Array. Thank you very much. [Applause.]
SAFETY AND SECURITY IN PUBLIC HEALTH FACILITIES

(Minister’s Response)

The MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LAND REFORM: Chair, my response is to the matter of hospital security, which was raised by the hon member from Cope. We all know that it’s a very serious matter that we are talking about here. A young man who was just five years into practice lost his life and we saw the father, Mr Mkhize, speaking there. We know Mr Mkhize as well. We worked with him – he worked for the legislature. He’s a very, very decent man. I don’t think that we should raise this matter in the manner that the hon member has done.

We should all actually be very concerned about the rate of crime. That’s what the National Planning Commission report raised here. The commission stated that, indeed, all of us in our country are facing this kind of challenge. It should not be a party-political matter but a matter which all of us as South Africans feel very sore about when it happens.
We regret what happened there and we are sure that the family will understand that government is very concerned about it. We thank the member for raising it, but we regret the manner in which he raised it. Thank you. [Applause.]
Consideration of REPORT OF portfolio committee on social development - 2009‑10 annual report of national development agency (NDA)

There was no debate.

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the report be adopted.

Agreed to.

Report accordingly adopted.

Consideration of report of portfolio committee on social development - briefing by south African human rights commission on its report on investigation into issues of rule of law, justice and impunity arising out of 2008 public violence against non-nationals

There was no debate.

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the report be adopted.
Agreed to.
Report accordingly adopted.

Consideration of recommendation for approval of proclamations made in terms of section 25 of the protection of constitutional democracy against terrorist and related activities ACT, 2004 (act NO 33 of 2004)
There was no debate.

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the report be adopted and proclamations approved.

Agreed to.
Report accordingly adopted and proclamations approved.

Consideration of report of portfolio committee on human settlements - study tour to Queensland, Australia: 27 November to 3 December 2010

There was no debate.

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the report be adopted.

Agreed to.

Report accordingly adopted.

Consideration of report of standing committee on finance - response of minister of finance to committee’s recommendation on 2010 revised fiscal framework and revenue proposals
There was no debate.

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the report be noted.

Agreed to.

Report accordingly noted.

Consideration of Report of portfolio committee on economic development - oversight visit to Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal focusing on the impact of the financial services co-operatives funded by South African microfinance Apex Fund
There was no debate.

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Deputy Speaker, I move:

That the report be adopted.

Agreed to.

Report accordingly adopted.

The House adjourned at 17:01.

__________

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

National Assembly and National Council of Provinces

The Speaker and the Chairperson

1.
Classification of Bills by Joint Tagging Mechanism (JTM)

(1)
The JTM in terms of Joint Rule 160(6) classified the following Bill as a Constitution Amendment Bill:

(a) Constitution Seventeenth Amendment Bill [B 6 – 2011] (National Assembly – sec 74(3)(a)).

(2)
The JTM in terms of Joint Rule 160(6) classified the following Bill as a section 75 Bill:

(a) Superior Courts Bill [B 7 – 2011] (National Assembly – sec 75).

National Assembly 

The Speaker 

1.
Membership of Committees

(1)
Mr J H de Lange has been elected as Chairperson of the Powers and Privileges Committee of the National Assembly with effect from 8 June 2011.

2.
Letter from Minister of Science and Technology

(1)
A letter dated 3 June 2011 has been received from the Minister of Science and Technology, submitting in terms of section 6(2)(c) of the National Research Foundation Act, 1998 (No 23 of 1998), for consideration by the relevant committees of Parliament, a shortlist of candidates for appointment to the board of the National Research Foundation (NRF), as well as abridged curricula vitae and a full list of nominees.

Referred to the Portfolio Committee on Science and Technology for consideration.

TABLINGS

National Assembly and National Council of Provinces

1.
The Minister in The Presidency: National Planning Commission

(a)
Diagnostic Overview by the National Planning Commission, June 2011.

2.
The Minister in The Presidency: Performance Monitoring and Evaluation as well as Administration in The Presidency

(a)
Annual Performance Plan of the Department of Performance Monitoring and Evaluation for 2011/12 – 2013/14.

3.
The Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development

(a)
Register of Debt Collectors in terms of section 12(1)(a) of the Debt Collectors Act, 1998 (Act No 114 of 1998). 

