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Adv. Thando Gumede Brief Biography – Extended to Include Portfolio of Evidence 

 

Introduction 

Adv. Thando Gumede is a young internationally acclaimed human rights defender, lawyer, 

Pan Africanist/Feminist thought leader and multi-award-winning STEM entrepreneur. Her 

work focuses on anti-racism, combating gender-based violence and advocating for the 

protection of children and deeply marginalised communities such as Black women, children, 

youth and Persons with disabilities. To this end, she integrates law, STEM and human rights 

advocacy.  

 

She is deeply committed to national and regional social cohesion, transformation and 

development. She is fully dedicated to rewriting Africa’s narrative—from one of colonial 

conquest to one of democratic prosperity and Ubuntu for all. To this end, she has been at 

the forefront of national feminist politics, human rights discourse, democratic decision-

making processes, pan-Africanist transformation, development and governance.  She 

believes that the youth are ready to participate in national and regional decision-making and 

advocates for the inclusion of both youth and children in driving South Africa’s forward 

progress.  

 

Advocate Gumede has contributed at both the level of the grassroots/communities and has 

also served as a leader and coordinator at national/regional levels. She has contributed as a 

servant leader and implementor for the National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based Violence 

and Femicide, the National Coordinator of the Women’s Economic Assembly and the Gender 

Officer for the South African Student Congress. She has also served within the judiciary and 

within  civil society. She has also contributed to various laws, frameworks and policies 

including the National Council on GBVF Act, The Immigration Act, the Marriage Act and the 

Framework on adequate Gender Budgeting, Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. She has 
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represented South Africa at the Royal Academy for Engineering in the United Kingdom and 

also represented the country at the African School of internet governance in Chad, where 

she advocated for adequate internet governance-related laws aimed at preventing and 

addressing the global crisis of the human trafficking of women and girls at the hands of the 

dark-web.  

She believes that if we collectively commit to the unrelenting and unwavering pursuit of 

equity amongst all human beings, regardless of superficial difference, we will consequently 

eradicate the negative implications of Apartheid and Colonisation.  

 

As a young woman, she is often called upon by various national and international 

development agencies, civil society stakeholders and governmental departments to advise, 

provide insight and to share expertise in law, human rights, governance, entrepreneurship 

and the advancement of democracy. She is also often called upon to teach on aspects of 

South African history and to provide solution-driven insights on rebuilding South African 

Families, Communities and prosperity. She has given public and guest lectures on a number 

of local and international platforms including The United Nations Women Women 

Empowerment Principles Community of Practice,  Standard Bank Africa,  The National 

Department of Basic Education, The National Department of Sports, Arts and Culture, 

Gauteng Provincial Department of Community Safety, The Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 

University, The Tshwane University of Technology, The University of the Free State, The 

University of Johannesburg, The University of Pretoria, The University of the Free State, The 

University of South Africa, The Center for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation ("CSVR"), 

The Eastern and Southern Africa Coalition of Feminists for Social Change ("COFEM"), Bell 

Global Justice, Gender Links, Black Women Caucus, The Justice Desk Africa, The Wellness 

Initiative Uganda, The Wellness Initiative South Africa, YoungStar Entrepreneur and African 

Women in Dialogue (AFWID).  
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Recent Projects and Awards: 

 

1. Haelix Laboratories 

She is the co-founder of Haelix Laboratories which is a high social impact private 

medical laboratory that provides affordable, fast and high-quality services low-to-

middle income and marginalised communities. She is disrupting the status quo and 

reforming private healthcare in South Africa by providing equitable access to 

thousands of vulnerable South Africans, who are mainly Black people, women, and 

persons with disabilities. To date, Haelix Laboratories has served well over 3000 

(three thousand) patients within the Johannesburg region.  

 

2. M-TETO Search Engine: 

She is the founder of M-TETO Search Engine, which is an internationally award-

winning legal, educational and anti-corruption mobile technology/tool that uses Law, 

Artificial Intelligence and Gamification to prevent and adequately respond to 

incidences of School-Related Gender-Based Violence and diverse consequences 

across the globe. The consequences of SRGBV include HIV/TB, unwanted 

pregnancies, illegal abortions, poor mental health, failing grades, dropping out of 

school, conflict with the law, intimate partner violence and reproduction of violence 

in adulthood.  

Pitches, Interviews and Articles:  

  

  

  

 

3. International Speaker, Expert and Adviser 

She founded Adv. Thando Gumede ZA, which is a platform that specialises in law, 

human rights, thought leadership and STEM entrepreneurship.  Through this 

platform she has created educational and consciousness raising spaces which are 

ultimately intended to contribute to broader social cohesion, development and 

transformation. She has been invited to national and regional spaces to speak, 

educate, advise and provide expertise on issues including systemic racism, 
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decolonisation, gender-based violence, misogynoir and related phobias. She creates 

her own educational content and often uses social media as an extension of her 

educational and consciousness-raising work.   

 

She has received a number of local and international awards including: 

• The recipient of the Gauteng Premier’s 2025 Young Woman Achiever of the year 

award. 

  

  

 

• Panache International, Woman of Wonder Award, 2025. 

  

 

• The recipient of the Forbes Africa Woman 2024 Social Impact Award 

 

• The recipient of Golden Key Southern Africa’s 300 most influential people in South 

Africa honours, 2025.  

 

• Winner of the 2021 United Nations Women Feminist Technology National 

Competition. 

  

 

• 2021 Lifetime Honourary Award, International Golden Key Honour Society. 

 

• 2020 Mail & Guardian Top 200 Young South Africans: Law and Justice. 

  

 

• Recipient of the 2019 Leaders in Innovation Fellowship Award from the "Royal 

Academy of Engineering" in the United Kingdom. 

Live Pitch London- Royal Academy of Engineering  

  

 

• Recipient of the 2022 Mozilla Foundation Community Grant Award, from the United 

States of America. 
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• 2018, Regional Winner of the Hague Institute for Innovation in Law Innovating Justice 

Challenge, Netherlands. 

 

• 2015, Top 100 Brightest Young Mind Africa, Barclays Africa. 

 

Brief Portfolio of Work 

Pan African and International campaigns and educational interventions against human rights 

violations, neo-colonisation and related discrimination: 

• International Universities Consciousness Raising Tours 2024-2025 

  

   

– University of South Africa  

 

- University of the Free State 

 

- University of Pretoria 

 

  

 - University of Johannesburg 

 

• African Women in Dialogue  

  

 

• Africa Day March 

 

 

 

• Pan-African Anti-Homophobia Solidarity Protest and Handing over Memorandum to 

United Nations and Parliament 
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• 12/12/12 Accountability Campaign 

  

  

• Global Feminist School 

  

 

• School Anti-Racism Campaign 

  

 

• Black Lives Matter Campaign 

  

  

  

 

• Black Lives Matter Solidarity Protest at American Embassy 

  

 

• Educational Material and Curriculum Development 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

• National and Regional Intersectionality, Anti-Racism, Decolonisation Education and 

Anti-GBV Education: 

Youtube Channel:   

LinkTree Account:   

Examples of Dialogues and dialogue Posters:  
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• Education for the Advancement of Gender Equality: It’s a Feminist Thing TV Show, 

broadcast on SABC 2, and is currently re-running on SABC Plus.  

– Season 1 Promotional Video 

 – Episode 1 

 – Episode 2 

– Episode 3 

– Episode 4 

- Entire Season’s catalogue on 

SABC Plus 

 

• Establishing South Africa’s First Feminist Political Party: Women Forward 

Link to Manifesto:

  

Links to engagements on feminist national politics:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

• Advocate for the fight against School-Related Gender-Based Violence, The 

advancement of children and youth rights and the establishment of the 7th Pillar of 

the NSP-GBVF: 
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• National Commissioner for Gender Equality: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

• National Campaigns and Protests Against GBVF:   

 

– I Stand with Yolanda Campaign  

 – Sue Us All Campaign 

 – Fund the Fight Against GBVF Protest and Campaign 

– The Real Black Friday Campaign and Protest  
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 – Parliamentary Anti-GBVF Commemorative Protest 

 - National Assembly Anti-GBVF Protest 

 

 

 

• High Social Impact Entrepreneurship: 

Co-Founder of Haelix Laboratories: 

  

  

 

            General National Advocacy 

• National Dialgue 

 

Collaborations: 

 

Gauteng Provincial Government: Department of Community Safety Implementation 

of the NSP-GBVF 

  

  

  

  

 

National Strategic Plan on Gender-Based Violence and Femicide National 

Ambassador 

  

  

 

 

Black Woman Caucus 

Launch of the Wits University Feminist Think Tank: 

  

 

Fund the Fight Against Gender-Based Violence: 
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Caitlin Douman Foundation: 

  

  

 

Hlanganisa Grant  

  

  

 

 

Judgments, Reports, Research, Frameworks, Legislation and Contributed to: 

• Democratic Governance and Right Unit (DGRU) Judicial Report on the Appointment 

of South African Judges, University of Cape Town – Contributed research 

  

 

• Women Forward Political Party Manifesto – co-authored party document 

  

 

• Legal Research for Alex Ruta Matter, Upheld in the Constitutional Court 

  

 

• Legal Report for the International Legal Foundation, New York – Drafted Interns’ 

Report 

  

 

 

Social Media Handles: 

1. TikTok Account:   

2. Facebook:   

3. LinkedIn:   

4. Instagram:   

5. Youtube:   

6. LinkTree:   




