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CHILDREN’S AMENDMENT BILL

CHILDREN’S AMENDMENT 
BILL [B18 – 2020]
Parliament of South Africa is inviting inputs from the public on 
the Children’s Amendment Bill (B18-2020). The National 
Assembly Portfolio Committee on Social Development acting 
under section 59 (1) of the Constitution, seeks to facilitate 
public involvement in the legislative and other processes of the 
Assembly and its committees.

The extension of the Children’s Court jurisdiction.
Matters relating to surrogate motherhood; and in addition 

The hearing of child abduction matters; 
Matters relating to adoption and inter-country adoption;

Additional matters relating to children in alternative care; 

Medical testing of children in need of care and protection or 
adoption; 

Rules relating to care and protection proceedings; 

The care of abandoned or orphaned children and additional 
matters that may be regulated; 

The designation and functions for a Registrar of the National 
Child Protection Register;  

Funding of early childhood development programmes; 
The rights of unmarried fathers; 

Children’s right to privacy and protection of information; 

The Bill seeks to amend the Children’s Act, 2005 and through 
its objectives to provide for:

Why the Children’s Amendment 
Bill?

What is the purpose of the 
amendments to the principal 
(main) Act?
The amendments seek to:

Address critical gaps and challenges in the underlying child care and 
protection system and identify strategies to address these challenges 
efficiently and effectively.

Amend the Children’s Act to strengthen protective measures for 
children.

Contribute towards the comprehensive legal solution as ordered by the 
Gauteng Division of the High Court in Pretoria, in the matter of Centre 
for Child Law v Minister of Social Development (Case No: 72513/2017) 
to deal with challenges relating to the provision and administration of 
foster care.




